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UFO LOGY 

(Editor's Note : This piece of v intage Sandersonia is 
being reprinted with the permission of the Blairstown 
Press ,  of Blairstown , New Jersey. It appeared in their 
�ber 1 7 ,  1 966 edition.  Sanderson' s  s ummary of 
the UFO problem s till s e ems cogent and provocative 
after the lapse of over nine years . )  

THEM T HAR FLYING SAUCERS 

by Ivan T. Sanderson 

(Editor ' s  note: Mr. Sanderson, well known author , 
TV star and lecturer, is also an authority on Ufiiden­
tified Flyin g  Obje cts. We have had several reports of 
such obj ects in the past few months and are fortunate 
in rec.;ei ving the following article from Mr. Sanderson) 

Moseying around our balliwick t he past few months 
I have been considerably and incre asingly alarmed not 
only due to  hearin g  the s ame questions over and over 
again and from people of all ages and all occ upations , 
but much more so by the undertone of frustration that 
invariably accompanie s  these que stions. If I ,  in many 
cases a total stranger,  am asked these questions what , 
I in turn find myself asking, goes on in the intimacy 
of the home ,  family , or b etween old and trusted 
friends. The r e ason given,  and s ometimes officially , 
for all the hokum that has been dished out on the  
subj e ct about w hich these que stions are  asked,  is a 
fear of panic or hysteria on the part of the public. But 
anything more likely to  cause general hysteria than 
s aid hokum c an not b e  conceived. It is about time 
that �omebody g ave the public the story straight and , 
despite t h e  e normous c omplexity of the s ubj ect , I 
propose to try and do just t hat. And , what b etter 
forurn than this ? 

I am s pe aking o f  what are vulgarly and quite 
erroneously called " Flying Saucers ",  now almost as 
well known as UFOs or " Unidentified Flying Obj ects " ,  
but which are now designated by officialdom a s  UAPs 
or Unidentified Aerial Phenomena, and UAOs or Unex­
plained Aerial Obj ects. 

It is  30 y e ars , almost t o  the day , that I first heard 
of these things , w hen I attended a public lecture in 
the grand b allroom of the old Plaza hotel in New York 
to hear the most extraordinary s ort of talk by an extra­
ordinary man named Charles Fort. The occasion was 
sponsored by a group that had b anded together as the 
Fo rte an Society , and which included such illustrious 
n am es as Ben Hecht ,  Alexander Woollcott , Tiffany 
Thayer and many others of that ilk. Fort s pent his 
life b urrowin g t hrough s cientific j ournals ,  popular 
magazines , and newspapers in libraries and morgue s ,  
extracting all reports o f  matters that were not explain­
ed or  appeared to  be inexplicable. He was g raced with 
an enormous s ense of humor and g reat wit ,  and he 
delighted in twitting,  needlin g, and thus infuriating 

stuffed-shirts of all kinds , notably the scientific 
fraternity. All t hrough his four books - Lo, New 
L ands,  Wild Talents , and The Book of the D�n� 
�ran a thre ad of marvel w hich he used repeatedly 
in his t alks ; and,  outstanding among these sort of 
beads or gems of wi sdom strung upon his main thread , 
were what he c alled OSFs or 140bjects Seen Floating". 
In thus naming these phenomena he was not only a 
pioneer but about thirty years ahead of his time as 
the state of affairs today ,  in 1 966 ,  bears witness. 

The average American - if he or she has heard of 
the matter ;  and I am beginnin g s eriously to w onder if 
there are any left who haven 't - is wandering around 
with t he misguided impression that UAOs are only 20 
years old , and first cropped up in 1 94 7  whe n a private 
plane on Mt. Ranier in Washington reported having 
seen nine flying in formation in broad daylight , and 
then inadvertently c oined the stupid moniker "flying 
s aucers " by a c hance remark made to the press that 
their progress was lik e t hat of a saucer skimmed over 
the surface of a lake. This is a complete mis appre­
hension for they were well-known to b oth sides d uring 
W. W. II while t h ere are literally hundreds of reports 
and descriptions of them scattered through scientific 
literature from its inception 300  years ago , and before 
that in both e cclesiastical and lay literature , back 
through the Middle arrl Dark Ages of the West to 
Classical and Ancient times. Both in the Orient and ,  
it  n o w  transpire s ,  i n  South America they a re also 
mentioned both in fable , folklore and t radition and 
the e arliest writings right back to prehistoric t imes ,  
while t here are e ven s tone age rockpaintings t hat 
look suspiciously like representations of the same 
thing s. There are also numerous passages in t he 
Bible that seem to speak of them. 

We often forget that the Bible ,  besides b eing a 
re ligious t ract, is an historical document of g reat 
clarity and precision. Further,  the Ancient H ebrews 
bore the torch of t he most ancient learning and sci­
entific knowledge accumulated by t he Semitic and 
Sumerian cultures of Mesopotamia, along with that of 
Egypt,  in which country t hey resided for so long. The 
description by Ezekiel of a fiery "wheel"  is the 
c lassic example given today of an UAO in t he Bible. 
There is much debate about this because there are 
those who w ould r e ad into t his description 0;11Y alle­
gory , but both scholars & students c an affirm that the 
Bible throughout seems to go to much pains to  dis­
tin guish between fact and fiction, parable and allego­
ry , and history and t radition. Ezekiel 's  statement 
could hardly be more e xplicit on t hese score s .  

I will n o w  skip b ack - o r  forwards some t hree 
thousand years to  this day of g race , 1 966 A.D. and 
try to give as s uccinct a picture of the present state 
of affairs viz-a-vi z this que stion that s eems to have 
troubled Man since he became c onscious of his en­
vironment and of himself. 
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First it must be c learly understood that ours is not 
the only government that is now deeply concerned 
with the matter .  Almost every government in t he 
world , and Russia not excluded, is e qually intere sted ,  
and s everal such as Sweden,  Denmark , England , 
Chile ,  t he Argentine , Brazi l ,  India and s o  on have 
been so since long before 1 94 7. Since t hese things 
ar e a phenomenon of t he sky , they have been t urned 
over to the Air Forc es who are pri.marily c oncerned 
'Vith the defense of their homelands from attack in the 
air .  However,  there are a number of other agencies 
that are equally if  not more deeply concerned with , 
and " concerned "  about , the matter ,  s ince there is  
more than one aspect to  i t .  

Until quite recently , the  principle question asked 
about the b usiness was simply "Do they exist or  d on't 
they• which was mouthed by the average citi zen in 
the hackneyed phrase "Do you believe in flying 
saucers ? "  That age is now passed,  for there c an 
hardly any longer be any doubt as to t heir existenc e .  
I f  "forty million Frenchmen c an ' t  b e  wrong" ,  6 5  per 
cent of America 's  1 90-million - as disclosed by a 
recent poll - c an hardly be imagining it all or all b e  
mass hallucinated ,  whatever that may mean .  People 
are now asking "What are t hey_? " and no amount of 
marsh-gas , plasma-balls , ball-lightning,  or Venuses 
shining at midday on the wrong side of the e arth ,  will  
provide a s atisfactory answer to this question . 

However, today we find ourselves in the e xtra­
ordinary position of being s coffed at by our govern­
m en ts - for w hich we pay ,  b y  the way - and t reated 
by our defense forces  and other agencies as if we 
we re all ,  almost to a man and child , a b unch of be­
nighted ninconpoops under the influence o f  LSD or 
somethin g w orse .  Further , insult is added to inj ury -
and this sort of t hing is inj urious - by the obvious 
official implication that we believe t he rubbish handed 
out and the hokum hawked in t hat s ection of the press 
which toes t he Establishment lin e .  It has , in fact ,  
gotten t o  the point in this country , w here government 
spokesmen and notably the Air Force seem to think 
that they c an s ay anything,  however ridiculous , absurd 
or totally unprovable by w ay of "explanation " of these 
phenomena, and will not  have to  b e  held r esponsible 
either for their lies or their c onsequences . 

This is doubly serious , and for t wo outstanding 
reasons . First ,  if not only the g eneral public b ut ser­
vicemen and even r adar operators are going to be 
indoctrinated with t his sort of rubbish,  and either lead 
to b elieve or forced t o  believe that t here are no such 
things as UAOs , s omebody s ooner or later is going to 
mistake one of them for a potential aggressor and 
start pressing buttons; which is the new way of start­
ing a global war.  Second ,  it will - if it has not 
already- undermine all f aith t hat w e ,  and t he citizens 
of other countries have in t hose empowered w ith the 
defense of t he country; and it is j ust as dangerou s ,  to 
us , if this happe ns to  t h e  Russians or the Red Chines e .  
It 's  bad enough having t h e  w orld girdled e very which 
way by tens of t housands of jittery ,  trigge r happy 

citizens without t heir having t o  b e  reduced to the 
status of zombi e s .  Furthermore , should all our s ervice  
men actually be convinced t hat UAOs don 't exist ,  they 
are j ust as like ly to miss a genuine attac ker .  

To c ome d own to the  particular from these hi gh­
level generaliti e s ,  I would lik e  to  c omment on the  
present state of affairs at  the end of t his year as i t  
has been forced up on this reporter .  As I said at  t he 
outset ,  j ust about e verybody has been t alking about 
UAOs , and a very high perc entage of these in due 
tim e come out  with a firsthand report of such .  Now 
that the press ,  r adio and TV is fi lled with similar 
re ports from all over the c ountry and t he r est of the 
world , more and more people are c oming forward to 
make these statements.  I wonder just how many would 
have so r eported if  the knowledge we now possess of 
the matter had b een available in , s ay ,  1 866 .  In other 
word s ,  i's i t ,  as some insist,  simply that there are 
more of us ; more newspapers and better c overage; 
radio and t v ;  and all manner of machines flying in our 
lower or rocketting t hrough our upper atmosphere; com­
bined with the resultant fact t hat more of us look up 
more often at t he ?kY. 

While the first set of premises may b e  true , t here 
is grave doubt as to the  s econd lot , in this country at 
least where urbanization has b urgeoned and literally 
millions of people may never look up at the sky for 
days on end .  However,  allowing for the v ast increas e  
in population a n d  i t s  spread o v e r  e v e r  more of the  land 
and water s urface s  of the  e arth ,  and the g re ater avail­
ability of telescope s ,  the s oaring use of air t ravel ,  
moon-watchers and s atellite and rocket trackin g ,  
there d o e s  s e e m  to have b een a rapid b uild-up,  world­
wide in •sightings " of UAOs . Moreover ,  these have 
come in waves, of ever increasing length but also at 
ever d ecreasing intervals. What is  more , s e veral 
distinct patterns have b egun t o  e merge from statistical 
analysis of t his enormous mass of report s .  But here I 
must interj ect  a word of w arning. 

Most people s eem to t hink that there is a t hing 
c alled a •plying Saucer"  as they erroneously s peak of 
a whale or the Loch Ness Monster ,  or the Abominable 
Snowman , and j ust as if  these things were solitary 
and immortal examples of parentle ss ,  mateles s ,  and 
c hildless e ntities .  ( Quite w hat pe ople d o  t hink on 
these scores , if  they do at  all ,  has always been a 
complete mystery to me ).  Now, j ust as there are over a 

hundred distinct kinds of whales,  ranging in size from 
six to 1 1 0 feet in length when adult ; so also ,  there 
must be e nough monsters in Loch Ness to  maintain a 
population.  Also there are probably dozens of different 
kinds of water monsters . Then again , let us c onsider 
for a moment j ust how many different kinds of things 
the re are in the north Atlantic Ocean ,  for instance ;  
all the way from atoms and amoebae t o  s wordfish and 
submarine s .  The Universe is a much vaster place than 
the Atlantic ;  in fact ,  it may be infinite ; and , t herefore , 
it manifestly contains more things - perhaps an in­
finitude of different kind s .  Thus , t here may be an 
J.lmost endless number of different things c oming into 
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our atmosphere , and not all of them s imply different 
" mode ls "  like our airplanes - but possible belonging 
to entirely different races or  kinds of Beings . Also ,  
s o m e  UAOs could be robots , or t hemselves living 
entities - sort of s pace animals . 

Recently religionists and scientists have w hole­
heartedly j oined the ranks of t he mystics in asserting 
that the Almighty could hardly have picked this one 
piffling little planet ,  g oing round a very ordinary small 
sun , in a very modest galaxy - on w hich to establish 
intelligent life . If you want to see to what extent this 
trend has g one ,  read Walter  Sullivan's WE ARE N OT 
ALONE. This b ook does not mention UAOs b ut it 
gives a pretty clear picture of t he way s om e  s cientists 
- and notably those closely associated with g overn­
ment, in such agencies as NASA - are t hinking.  
There is among t hem an overall conviction that we 
are not alone , and t here are even those who suggest , 
(if not fully b elieve) that we have b een visited by 
other intelligent beings . Some have e ven gone s o far 
as t o  s uggest in print that this planet has been kept 
under surveillance for hundreds of millions of years , 
and t hat it may even be re garded �s property by others.  

At t he s ame tim e ,  w e  have an increasing number 
of serious minded b ooks , s ome w ritten by professional 
scientists and e ngineers - such as Aime Michel in 
France,  and Jacques Vallee who came to this c ountry 
to work for one of our government agencies - and the 
redoubtable Major Donald Keyhoe , that s tate cle arly 
and categorically t hat at least some of the UAOs are 
made by intelligent e ntiti e s ,  and are machines or con­
structions , t hat at least some of them seem not to  be 
mere robots like our Mars and Moon probers , but to be 
piloted by intelligent c re ature s .  

However,  all these people have , up till this year ,  
deliberately ignored denigrated ,  or plain s coffed at 
reports or alleged reports of living creatures c oming 
out of t hese UFOs , a nd notably any alleged to be of 
human or humanoid form, be t hey t he famous " Little 
Green Men " or woolly giants .  But ,  t his year ,  - some­
thing quite new has happened.  The stories of humanoid 
c re ature s seen in c onjunction with UAOs - and e ven 
in s om e  cases,  UAPs - have been pouring in from all 
over the world and notably from N orth America. Some 
of these reports s eem quite d otty because how c an 
one imagine an ape-like Abominable Snowman-type 
creature flying a machine so advanced that our top­
notch scientists and t echnologists can't even think up 
a s uggestion as to how it is propelled.  Yet ,  the reports 
persist,  and have g otten on to  police blotters , and 
been affirme d by several people at the s ame time.  In 
other words the UAOs have taken to landing. 

The resistance to acceptance of these reports is 
very g reat ,  mostly because we have suffered for many 
y ears now from the mouthings of what are c alled the 
" Contactee s " .  These are apparently deluded people 
who claim to have met beautiful bland and blonde 
" Space People " ,  and been given rides in 'Saucers' " .  
These people have never yet ,  i n  2 0  years o f  blabbing, 

produced one single piece of c oncrete e vidence for 
their  stories .  On the  other hand,  t here has been an 
e qual b ody of perfectly sane pe ople , s hying from 
pub lic ity w ho have reported to the authorities that 
they have e ncountered small humanoids of various 
s hapes and sizes,  and s ometimes d ressed in green 
uniforms or s pace s uits , but usually of s ome dull 
silvery color . These accounts are quite different from 
those of the c ontacte es and the entities d escribed 
are now c alled "Occupants " (of UAOs). 

So coming finally to roost back here in Warren , I 
would just like t o  point out t hat , to this reporter's 
personal knowledg e ,  s everal hundreds of people have 
seen UAOs in this c ounty , b oth by day and by night , 
and in the form of lights , solid-appearing, or diapha­
nous obj ects . Further,  within the past two months , I 
have interviewed some dozen good,  solid ,  sane , non­
drinking citizens in some cases t ruly pillars of our 
local society who have encountered these things on 
the ground. I think I have one "occupant " report but,  
as w ith almost all t he others , I have been asked not 
not to publish my informants name - as yet .  

However, there are those who are willing to  allow 
public ation because they re ali ze that the whole b usi­
ness has now c ome out into the open and that they 
n eed not any longer be  fearful of ridicule . After all ,  
they have a s  bedfellows , top-notch government offi­
cials , innumerable people in the s ervice s ,  airline 
pilots by t he hundreds , Senators and Congressmen,  
local,  s pecial , and State Police by t he score , promi­
nent scientists,  and , it is now alleged,  43  per c ent of 
the rest of the entire populace .  Therefore , when 
certain further investigations have b een made , I shall 
seek permission from these - mostly b e wildered ,  and 
in som e  cases thoroughly scared citizens , - to so 
publish their storie s .  At this time ,  however, I w ish to 
point out as strongly as I c an that on the one hand,  
there is nothing any longer t o  be frightened of in mak­
ing such reports ; while ,  on the other hand,  t hey may 
be making a very real and useful c ontribution t o  the 
welfare of our country and b e  aiding in its defense 
(against our potential e arthly enemies) .  Further,  there 
are those who now see a d e finite menace to  all human­
ity in the recent be havior of the UAOs , so that e very 
scrap of evidence becomes a real c ontribution to our 
better understanding o f  the problem f acing us. 

Would , therefore , any of you good readers who have 
had s uch an e xperience as seeing something inexpli­
cable on the ground,  or in the sky , be it only lights 
that travel either too fast or too slow for a plane (and 
especially without noise)  come forward and state your 
c ase . Contact our organization The Ivan T. Sanderson 
Foundation , 4 96-3866 ,  or  the office of this newspaper .  
Re st assured that your name will n o t  be  published i f  
y o u  s o  request.  H owever ,  y o u  would be doing a very 
real service if you would,  in t hat c as e ,  sign a sworn 
statement to be w ritten· up by this reporter ,  for sub­
mission to  the appropriate department of the govern­
m ent.  Such reports are most scrupulously held in 
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confidence by all d epartme nts of the government if so  
mark ed. For ,  you s ee ,  despite all  the  rant ing and 
raving about an official hush-up of this b usiness the 
Dept. of Defense has constantly repeated and for 
many years , their desire to obtain any reports that are 
not obviously "kooky " .  By submitting s uc h ,  you ID8Y 

a Aliililli£ I --w &a a PRiiiliil 

be d oing not only your c ountry b ut the  whole of 
humanity a g reat service . 

(Editor 's  Note: SITU is the successor to the  Ivan T.  
Sanderson Foundation , sane address and phone. )  
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BIOLOGY 

BIGFOOT EXPEDITION 

by Robert E. Jones 

As readers of Pursuit may know , a Bigfoot investi­
gation has been going on in Northwe stern N ew Jersey 
since March of 1 975. Reports of Bigfoot s ightings are 
continuing at the rate of about one per week .  During 
the month of October an e xpedition set out to imple­
ment a field study of t he phenomena. This e xpedition , 
manned by SITU memb ers and w ith the backing of 
SITU ,  represents a giant s tep in t h e  direction of 
membership participation in the prime e ffort of SITU -
investigating the unexplained . 

The e xpedition group may be said to have had its 
start with the membership participation que stionnaire 
sent out e arly in 1 975. This que�tionnaire , an e xperi­
mental first step ,  was sent to SITU members within a 
1 00 mile radius of he adquarters in order to e licit help 
of various types and included an invitation to those 
interested in active investigation . During the summer 
months I held seve ral meetings in an attempt to form 
the nucleus of an investigative team . Some 30 mem­
bers participated in these meetings . From this group, 
1 2  became part of a team t o  investigate the North­
western New Jersey Bigfoot report s .  Based on t he 
data collected over the months ,  a plan was made, 
specific areas to be searched were c hosen , and,  
thanks to a modest allocation of funds from the SITU 
budget ,  s om e  e quipment (tent , recorders , transmitters , 
etc . )  was purchased .  Permission t o  use land and 
facilities was granted by both the state and private 
individuals .  Finally , in an attempt to avoid some of 
the problems plaguing s orne expedition teams e lse­
where , I set the principle of e qual s haring should any 
mat erial benefit be  derived from the effort of any one 
m ember or any g roup of members of the expedition . 
This principle was well received by all. 

The time c hosen w as October 2 through October 
1 2. Two base c amps , set up some 1 5  miles apart. 

were manne d almost c ontinuously. The activities 
during the field study were d ivided into active and 
passive phases.  A number of e xperiments and obser-. 
vations were made in both phases .  Individual members 
were encouraged to use their ingenuity and c re ativity 
as well as to  try to gain e xperience through problem 
solving on a local basis . The results were gratifying.  
The following individuals participated : D. Blumenthal , 
L .  Boldt,  W. Cannici , J .  Christman ,  S. Giamusso , J .  
Hoffnagle , R .  Jone s ,  P .  Juralman , J.  McGrath, T.  
Sutton, G .  Szelc, and L.  Wiedem ann .  

During the night , teams remained relatively in­
active , that is ,  tape recorders w ere kept going through­
out the night and members , w hile living as naturally 
as they could,  remained observant , w ith cameras at 
the ready. In contrast to the relatively passive night 
activities ,  the d aytime activities consisted of a 
series  of explorations of the areas near the c amps .  
Ridges ,  swamps , l ake sides and other likely places 
were systematically explored for evidence of Bigfoot ' s  
presence or  for potential a s  h i s  domicil e .  A number 
of e xpe riments w ere performed , including s uch t hings 
as baitin g ,  attraction through sound recordings of t he 
Bigfoot ' s  c ry ,  the use of an all female team at one 
c amp , "psychic " communication and , in g eneral , a 
series of te sts of our e quipment and facilit ies .  

The following i s  a summary of  the results of the 
11  day study : 

( 1 )  A feces s ample t hat might have been that of a 
Bigfoot was found and s ent to a laboratory for analy­
sis.  It has been e stablished that the sample originat­
ed with a mammal whose diet was vegetable (at the 
time , at least).  No unusual species of salmonella w as 
present . These factors and its physical appearance 
eliminate all but possibly two known a nimals as 
candidate s .  

(2)  Two footprints w ere found,  but i n  b oth c ases  
the  prints w ere in bad shape and inconclusive . 

( 3 )  Two tape recordings w ere made of d istant ,  or 
low volume ,  cri e s .  The first , a series of howls coming 
fro m  the direction of a nearby swamp,  is still b eing 
analyze d ,  b ut it is very weakly recorded.  Furthermore , 
it is not the elongated cal l  typical of the Bigfoot , but 
strongly resembles the sound of a hound dog baying. 
Further inve stigation has reve aled that a dog of t his  
sort was kept  in a house in the  general vicinity of the 
source of the recorded s ound. The s econd tape is of 
such poor quality that it is of no use for  further 
analysis .  

( 4 )  Exploration of the  area has established that 
there is no lack of food , plant or animal , to support a 
small population of ABSM s .  Nor is there any l ack of 
places in w hich the animal could hide or roam un­
detected .  There still remain s ,  however, a que stion of 
where such an animal w ould find permanent living 
quarters,  if indeed it does require them . It might be 
that the areas we e xplored wPre only t he places that 
the animal visits for foraging purposes, and that it 
has a more or less permanent habitat e lsewhere . Un­
like t he portion of Pennsylvania whe re we made a 
somewhat similar b ut small scale s e arch for the Big­
foot , t his part of New Jersey has very few c aves.  



( 5 )  None of the baits used produced any r esults. 
This included baits placed in a "dummy " c amp which 
was deliberately s et up to  simulate human habitation 
but then deliberately left undisturbed ,  as well as 
those b aits left in "natural " circumstance s. 

(6 )  Much knowledge was gained about expedition 
e quipment. The e quipment t hat was used during the 
study was e valuated with respect to its usefulne ss 
and limitations ,  and t he need for  other types of  
e quipm ent was e st ablished . For  instance , t here is  no 
doubt that some s ort of night s eeing e quipment is 
necessary for this  type of expedition . More efficient 
sound receptioP. devices are also obviously necessary . 

One very unusual , and as yet unexplained,  incident 
occurred one night when we e xperimented with a tape 
recording of what is alleged to be t he cry of the Bi g­
foot.  It was our intention to move through the w oods 
and play the cry periodically in the hope of e liciting 
some re sponse from the r e sident Bigfoot . · To some 
this might appear an e xtremely provocative and pos­
sibly d angerous exercis e , ,  perhaps the zoological 
e quivalent of Benj amin Franklin ' s  experiments with 
flying kites in thunderstorms . In our view,  the risks 
were minimal because of the apparent extreme shyness 
of these creature s. 
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Three of us (W. Canici , J. McGrath and the aut hor ) 
went to the e dge of a swampy are a that appeared to 
have some potential as a like ly s pot for the animal to 
be found. We played the tape recording of the Bigfoot 
c ry ,  directing the sound out into the s wamp,  and 
waited in silence. This was repeated se veral time s. 
The only sound that we heard was that of a stone 
bouncing nearby. At the t ime we ignored t his ,  for e ach 
of us thought t hat one of the others had simply kicked 
the stone. After a w hile we moved off to another point 
about a mile away and repeated the tape playing se-
quence. This t ime I went into the w oods alone , about 
1 00 yards from my companions , and played the tape.  
Once again a stone c rashed t hrough the branches and 
landed nearby . 

When I emerged from the woods my companions 
queried me about whether  or  not I had t hrown a stone 
at them , and of c ourse I replied that I had not d one so. 
We were not able to find the stones in the darkne ss 
and ,  most importantly , we could not find who had 
thrown them. What we c ould all agree on was that t he 
stones had c orne from the direction of the swamp. 
Given the conditions of the t errain , the time of day , 
and certain other factors , it i s  difficult to b elieve 

. that the stones were thrown by a human .  

Typic al swampy area in vicinity of Bigfoot search. 



In general , we found c ertain potential evidence for 
the e xistenc e of Bigfoot in t his area, b ut nothing 
concrete or  definite. We got no photographs. not one 
sighting, no conclusive recordings or prints or othe r 
evidence. The most obvious result of the fiel_d study 
was the e xperience we g ained from the practical 
application o f  v arious organizational schemes and 
the e quipment t h at was used. We are, however ,  making 
plans for further work in this area, because on the 
basis of numerous reports it appears t hat there may be 
a small group of the animals either living in the are a  
o r  traversing i t  regularly. The geographical area in 
question is small enough to permit a systematic pro­
gram of search. We w elcome any other volunteers for 
future studie s - the only re quirements are a genuine 
interest in t his phenomenon and a w illingness to 
share in some hard work. 

A special w ord of thanks is in order for the New 
Jersey Department of Park s for their cooperation in 
letting us use their  facilities ,  and to Mr.  J. Steppongzi 
for permission to let us locate one of our sites on his 
land. The assistance and c ooperation we were given 
by the Park Ran gers w as pa,rticularly valuable. 

Three days after  the SITU team had left ,  a woman 
standing not more than 75 yards from the place where 
the main expedition t ent had been e rected had a 
rather frightening e xperience. The witness,  who was 
picking pears at the tim e ,  heard a screaming roar 
from the direction of the woods about 1 00 feet away. 
The s ound was unlike anything she had ever heard 
before , and it is worth noting here that she claims to 
be familiar with the cries  of the  Bobcat and Bear. 
The s ound sent her r unning to a nearby farm house 
where s he paused to look back in the direction of the 
scream. At that moment t hree dogs burst f rom the 
woods. According to the witne ss the dogs w ere terri­
fied ,  and t hey rushed past her to t he house where they 
remained cowering. The dogs might have been fright­
ened by a bear ,  but the w itness is quite firm in stating 
that t he s ound was nothing like that made by a bear. 
She later  identified the sound as very similar to the 
alle ged Bigfoot cry that I have on tape. This tape 
was made in California. 

The number of eyewitness reports c urrently on file 
is up to 3 0 ,  and t his figure combined with "other"' 
reports gives us a t otal of 5 9  c ases of t he Bigfoot 
phenomenon to date. What is  still lacking is any 
really reliable physical evidence. 

RRRRRRRP 

EXTINCT ( ? )  SPECIES 

by James M. Breece II 

Student s of monsterology,  i. e. , Sasquatche s ,  lake 
and sea mon�ters, and the like , are forever pelted 
with verbal stones from c ritical s lingshots. One v ery 
common proj ectile is ,  "If a t hing like t hat had .been 
around all  this time , someone would have found it by 
now." Someone i s ,  of c ourse , the s ame e x pert( s)  who 
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declared the Coelacanth extinct because none had 
been seen except in a particularly petrified state , t hat 
i s ,  until 1 93 8  when one was dredged up off the coast 
of South Africa really very much alive and ready for 
.market. It seems that this fish had been eluding man 
for most of his part of 7 0 , 000 ,000 years. 

There are s ome other e xamples of these " living 
fossils , "  and none known , perhaps , as well as the 
Coelacanth ; however,  one always needs more ammuni­
tion , e specially when c onfronted with young Davids 
on t he field of criticism. T herefore , here is another 
pebble for the pouch. 

Scienc e News (Vol 1 08 No 5 pp 69)  reports that 
zoologists have recently discovered the e xistence of 
Catagonus Ame ghino , a s pecies of peccary heretofore 
thought extinct since the Pleistocene. This pecc ary 
(a native American pig) inhabits the Gran Chac o ,  a 
vast thorn forest stretching from southeastern Bolivia 
to northern Argent ina, an area that the reporters 
termed " highly inaccessible " (sounds like good Sas­
quatch country ). The natives have been eating Cata­
gonus for years and yet ,  officially , i t  didn 't  exiSt 
until this year. 

Now Catagonus hasn't  been lost as long as the  
Coelacanth;  however, 2 , 00 0 , 000 years is a healthy 
chunk of time and , who knows, perhaps s omeone will 
on e day rediscover Gigantopithecus or Meganthropus . .  
and make i t  official. 
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Bernard .. He uvelmans is probably the leading 
authority on the subj e ct of unknown animals. In view 
of recent e vents ,  we thought it appropriate to r emind 
our r eaders of the v ery moving final w ords o f  his 
monumental On the Track of Unknown Animals: 

In M adagascar fortunate circumstances have 
almost enabled us to watch the e xtinction of the 
giant fauna of the past ,  but w e  have missed our 
opportunity. We s hould t ake the  lesson to heart , 
for there are s till numbers of s trange or g iant 
forms of animals hiding in the more remote 
c orners of the w orld , as is shown by the per­
siste-nt  and o ften exact reports t h at I have 
recorded here. Are we to let these monsters die 
out without attempting t o  know them ? Surely 
the inquiring s pirit of Aristotle and Pliny , 
Gesner and Aldrovandus , Buffon and Darwin is 
not dead ?  

I n  a sense I hope t hat i t  may be. N o w  t hat I 
have reached the end of this b ook I feel  a v ague 
sense of regret-regret that I have revealed the 
still-undisturbed retreat of so many unknown 
animals. When I t hink of what man has done w ith 
a rifl e ,  I am horrified t h at I s hould offer him 
new targets.  

The most dreadful o f  t he monsters I have 
mentioned attacks man only in self-defense or 
to provide himself w ith food. Only man kills for 
nleasure. 
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No s ooner is a new animal discovered thau habits , s o  full of significance from our own 
the hunt for trophies b egins .  These maniacs point of vie w .  
must be s topped a t  once . His tory shows how Tom orrow we may know one o f  our other 
alarmingly quickly man c an e xterminate a w hole relative s :  the abominable snowman, for instance ,  
speci e s .  W e  have hardly known our noble c ousin who is s urely a s hy and gentle great ape ; or 
the gorilla for more t han a c entury , yet , despite perhaps an even more human primate like the 
the t ireless e fforts of those institutions s et up tiny agogwe or the e lusive orang pende k .  I hope 
to protect him , he  has been ignominiously with all my he art t hat when he is c aptured t here 
slaughtered,  and perhaps will s oon v anish with- will be no needless murder .  H ave pity on t hem 

out our having learned anything about his all, for  it  is we who are the real monsters.  
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ANTHROPOLOGY 

SOME FIELD NOTES ON AFRICAN NEODINOSAURS 

by James Powell 

In Chapter 2 ·of More Things , entitled "Three Toes· 
Model A " ,  Ivan Sanderson discusses  reports from 
Zululand,  South Africa of an amphibious , possibly 
neodinosaurian ,  type of unknown anim al known locally 
as Silwane manzi . In March ,  1 97 3 ,  while participating 
in t h e  Second Working Meeting of the Crocodile 
Specialist Group of t he IUCN (International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources) ,  I 
spent t en days in the field Jn Zululand at the  Ndumu 
and St . Lucia Game Preserv.es .  At t hat t ime I ques­
tioned several of t he Natal Parks Board personnel­
all men long familiar with t h e  are a-on t his matter of 
the Silwane manzi . By interpreter I also t alked with a 
number of local Afric an s ,  mostly Tongas .  The results 
of t hese interviews c an be summari zed as follows : 

Pronunciation : Silwane manzi might b e  more pho­
netically transcribed as s 'l  waaane m anzi . There is no 
distinct v owel s ound b etween the initial sibilant and 
the  l ,  while the a is incredibly drawled out. All my 
informants pronounced it this way .  

Meanin g :  S ' lwaaane i s  a noun . When I a sk ed one 
Tongan informant what it m eant,  h e  r eplied "animal 
that not nice " .  My interpretet e xplained t h at the term 
may be applied t o  any animal t h at is in any way 
dangerous,  repulsive,  or otherwise d isagree able.  
Thu s , a lion , a crocodile ,  a shark , a c obra- or a 
dinasaur-could all  b e  c alled s 'lwaaan e .  Not so a 
puppy or a kitten. When a Bantu refers t o  an animal 

as s ' lwaaane , it implies he has some s ort of negative 
feelin gs towards it. 

Manzi is an adj ective , and means s imply " aquatic " 
-of or pertaining to t he water.  Thus , s 'l waaane manzi 
might be idiomatically t ranslated as "water monster" .  

In practice ,  the  term generally refers to  the  c roco­
dile (Crocodylus niloticus ). There is another  Bantu 
word for crocodile ; however, when a Zulu or  a Tonga 
s ays s ' lwaaane manzi it is understood that he me ans 
" crocodil e "  unless t he c ontext implies otherwise.  

Traditions :  The nearest I came in all  my que stion­
ings to a t radition even remotely resembling the 
account in "Three Toes-Model A "  was the following 
Tongan myth:  

In t h e  beginning,  there was only one c rocodile in 
the w orld , and it lived in the sea off the  coast of 
Zululand. It was truly a gigantic c rocodile , so huge 
that from the tip of its snout to the tip of its t ail it 
extended all the way from Ndumu , on the Mozambique 
border , ·  to the site of the  present city of Durban-in 

.other w ords , about 250 miles .  It was , of c ours e ,  c all­
ed s ' lwaaane manzi , as are all c rocodile s .  Then one 
day, for r easons which got lost in the t ranslation , 
this grandfather of all crocodile s  fragmented into 
thou sands of smaller c rocodile s .  These left the s e a  
and swam u p  the  rivers of Zululand,  w here t h ey be­
c am e  the anc estors of the c rocodiles found t here 
today .  

This information , w hile largely negativ e ,  derives 
from very limited investigations ,  and neither proves nor 
disproves anything.  "1-didn 't-find-it-so-it-isn ' t-there " 
is a c lassic amon g fallacies .  
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GEOLOGY 

PETRIFIED HUMAN REMAINS 

by Ronald G. Dobbin s 

In the past the  j ournal of this Society has been the 
scene of some maj or errata. While recently surveying 
my collection , one such came to my attention . I refer 
specific ally to an anonymous work in the April ,  1 970 
issue,  entitled "The Cast of Paleolithic Man , "  and 
espec ially to the third paragraph of that article .  

First ,  w e  see here  a reference t o  the 1 86 9  "Cardiff 

(N . Y . )  Giant " hoax as a possible s cientific " c over-up" 
of s ome kind of genuine " petrified man . " There is 
simply no basis for t aking this view. In fact the hoax 
was revealed by a wag who simply drilled a small 
hole behind t he statue 's ear tu reveal the lack of a 
" petrified brain " in the " petrified man . " As the 
Pursuit article points out, it is well known t h at natural 
petrifaction occurs molecule-by-molecule and c ell-by­
c ell . Therefore , the total structure of t h e  organism 
is preserved in s uch c ases .  

Consider t he following stat ement made in t he 



article: " Such a thing as the 'cast' of a man ,  dead 
some 3 0 , 000 years , borders on the miraculous. " Again , 
there is no basis for such a statement. N atural min­
eralization is hardly miraculous. As anyone who has 
ever looked through a thin section microscope at s uch 
a specimen c an testify ,  if I may use the unfortunate 
phrase , it ' s  a " s cientific fact. " Moreover,  s e veral 
such s pecimens are known. A few w ere found at 
Herculaneum/Pompeii, the r emains of t ragic victims 
of the v olcanic e ruption who fell and w ere preserved 
in stone while t rying to e scape. Another was found by 
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a copper mining concern in t he Ande s. This was the 
mineralized remains o f  an ancient In can miner. The 
specimen was on display at the Museum of N atural 
History in New Y ork. My letter to them inquiring 
about this s pecimen r emains unanswered at this 
writing . The age of the specimen is nothing· very 
exciting: petrified trees m any millions of y e ars old 
are known to exist. 

P ersonally , I see nothing "miraculous " about this 
matter ,  except how it got by our geologist , Ivan 
Sanderson , and into the journal. 

CHAOS AND CONFUSION 

THE "'THIN G" OF S HEE P'S HILL 

by Curt Suth erly 

Durin g  t h e  past . .several months I ' ve been spend.ing 
a great deal of time rummaging through old newspaper 
files , researching some items for several proposed 
magazine articles. In the course of t hi s ,  I :have gained 
a new respect for  a c ommonly denigrated e ndeavor 
called "armc hair research. " It is  work , and hard and 
tedious w ork at that when one is really s e rious about 
tne m atter at hand. But my diggings have often led me 
to  items which - if not always directly related to the  
theme of the  article - prove nonetheless to be e mi­
nently w orthw hile. 

While reading the Lebanon ( P a. )  Daily News file s  
I uncovered the following Associated Press Account ,  
which is related below exactly as originally published: 

Pottstown , Pa. , November 1 4 ,  1 94 5  
T h e  nocturnal tramp, tramp, tramp of a posse 

combing the w oods of nearby Sheep's  Hill  for a 
mysterious b e ast that m ake.3 20 foot leaps , c ries 
and screams like a baby and steals chickens is 
not good for the n erves. 

Especially , s ays Mrs. Edward Creger of 
Sheep's Hill , "to mine. " She c omplained to 
police that hunting parties trespass . across her 
property and t ake pot shots at b lack shadows 

_at night. 
"Maybe I ' ll start some s hooting myself, " she 

said , "if this nonsense doesn't  stop. " 
Meantime the "thing"  - as residents in the 

are a have t agged the my.stery animal - is re­
sponsible for four. casualties among those who 
have stalked "it" in t he past five days. 

Police re ported Williams J. Brande l ,  an 1 8  
year old Pottstown youth,  was struck i n  the 
thigh by a " pumpkin ball"  bullet ;  Betty H art , 
1 7 ,  of nearby Douglassville , was· inj ured in the 
left arm by a "trigger nervous " posse member,  
and a young couple - tracking t he "thing" .by 
auto - were s eriously injured w hen a frightful 
screech c aused the driver to lose control of the 
car. 

John Hippl e ,  a Montgomery County farmer,  
says he s aw the animal. 

" It was like a big c at , "  he recounted,  "I shot 
at it and it l e aped 20 feet into the air and 
screaming ,  dis appeared. " 

Another - John Woj ack of Pottstown, - s pot­
ted the huge b e ast. " It g ave a shrill cry then it 
bounded away in le aps of at le ast 1 0  feet in 
l ength eac h. " 

Variously , it has been described as a panther ,  
a puma, a wild  dog,  a bear and a b lack fox.  But 
until the prowling posse nabs t he shrieking 

. beast it will be j ust " the t hing of She e p ' s  Hill. " 
The report is interesting in t hat not only does it 

give a good example of the general problem of " mys­
tery animals , "  but we have in this instance an a ddi­
tional factor of possibly great importance. That i s ,  
t h e  w hole affair w as repeated near Pottstown in 1 973 , 
nearly 28 ye ars after  the first event. Nor did anything 
like this happen in the intervening years. 

While reflecting on this matter one afternoon, and 
turning over in my mind the similarity of t he 1 945 in­
cidents t o  the e vents of 1 973 , s uch a s  t he .injuries 
s uffered by hunters shooting one another  by mistak e ,  
I decided t o  check into t h e  matter j ust a b it further. 
And in so doing,  I nearly g ave t he Daily News c ity 
editor, Robin McName e ,  s econd thoughts about my 
fitness as a reporter. As I flipped t he pages of an old 
almanac , he. watched from his desk,  pretending limited 
interest in my odd behavior. 

After  a few minutes I found what I was s e arching 
for :  a m ap s howing the zoning of t ownships i n  t he 
Pottstown area. I must have mutte red something,  
because Robin was quickly at  hand to discover w hat 
was up. 

In 1 94 5  the "thing of Sheep•s Hill " stalked through 
North Coventry Township. In 1 973 , a mysterious 
c reature was reported in the are a of Upper Pottsgrove 
Township. This much I had established from the ne ws­
paper accounts , mainly those c arrie d  in the Pottstown 
Mercury. But the fact t hat had e scaped me through all 
those hours of contemplation about these bizarre 
events was that although there was a 28 year temporal 
discontinuity in t he appearance of the "thing , "  the 
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geographical location w as nearly coincident .  Both 
s ets of s ight ings took place within about a five mile 
radius , overlapping the common b order of th e two 
municipalities .  

This rather s t art lin g discovery l e d  me t o  further 
spec ulation s concerning the nat ure of the creature . 
The appearance of a mystery animal in the s ame geo­
graphical location on two occassions s e parated by 
28 ye ars in t ime might be only a c oincidence .  On the 
other hand, the reader must forgive me for at least 
temporarily d ismissing this hypothesis . At the  same 
time , the details of t hese c ases and the general con­
text of the entire "mystery animal " scenari o ,  viewed 
as a w orld-wide and historical phenomenon , led m e  to  
consider other  possibilitie s .  But I was unable even 
to b egin formulating any coherent avenues of approach 
to this mystery .  Grasping at  a straw, I wrote t o  SITU 
inqmnng about the r elative positions of v arious 
planets during t he periods of the appearances of the  
creatures . They responded quickly ,  but  the calculations 
they forwarded left little d oubt that astronomical (or 
astrological) influences had any part to  play .  It had 
seemed plausible t hat t he events might have b een 
triggered by s orne s et of recurring conditions ,  and 
periodicity , to my mind,  c auld conceivably be ascribed 
to celestial influenc e s .  After  all ,  the moon influences 
the tide s ,  and there is quite a variety o f  weather 
phen om ena that has b een c orrelated with the sun 
spot cycles.  

Both sets of sig htin gs t ook place around a t ime 
of the year w hen the temperature is about the  s arne ,  
o r  in a s imilar time of t ransition.  The s i ghtings took 
plac e  in March and November. Of course , one might 
point out t hat s ome s ort of migration due to t he c hang­
ing weather or due to the animal ' s  anticipation of t he 
chan ging w eather c aula b e  a factor here.  

I have QOW c oncentrated my s peculations on a 
really bizarre area,  namely , the possibility that t hese 
mysterious a ppearances are  only quasi-physical in  
nature and mechanism. In  doing this  I am recogni zing,  
albeit very tentatively , a c oncept t hat has g ained 
som e c urref!CY in t he more avant garde ufological 
circles . That i s ,  t h e  idea that a variety of phenomena 
suc h  as UFOs , the Men in Black,  old w orld demons , 
fairi es and the r est a re manife stations from some 
chink leading into another space/time dimension . 
Some writers have put this rather d ifferently by citing 
what they c all  the  • psychic c omponent " in t hese 
events . According to this hypothesis , s uch c reatures 
or things simply pop in and out of our dimensional 
frame of r eference.  It also follows that even when 
"they " are with us t hey may not be  here in an entirely 
concrete form. Thus , for instante , the puzzle present­
ed by mystery animals w hich have been shot w ith 
firearm s at close ran ge but without apparent e ffect .  
But  the  s ame animals have left w ell defined t racks 
in the  s oft ground and mud of " our" universe . 

In conn ection w ith this I might mention another 
equally bizarre idea that has b een expoused by John 
Keel,  one of t he leading field investigators in this 

branch of forteana, and an individual who has e arned 
widespread r espect as a theoretician along these 
lines .  Recently , Keel quoted Ivan Sanderson as having 
once asked, "Are we providing a free lunch for e nergy 
forms from spac e ? "  Sanderson was probably referring 
to one of t he more interesting items in his huge list 
of possible e xplanations for t he UFO phenomenon: 
that the so-called UFOs are a form of life , and proba­
bly a v ery low grade form of life at t hat , but having 
the upper reaches of the atmosphere for their  habitat , 
and ,  most importantly , actually feeding and s ubsisting 
on pure energy instead of on s olid food. If this c on­
cept is e xtended somewhat to include more complex 
biological form s ,  and if one were to include s orne sort 
of personalized hum an energy field in the " menu" the 
situation b ecomes quite startling in its implications .  
This line of t hinking is ,  I repeat ,  speculative i n  the 
e xtreme , b ut it does s eem to promise s ome me ans of 
explaining under a single c onceptual umbrella a very 
wide range of psychic and fortean phenomena. 

A PHOTOGRAPHIC ANOMALY 

by Roy Pinney 

I am a sceptic about phenomena that allegedly 
c an ' t  be e xplained.  As the cameraman and producer  
of m any of Ivan Sanderson ' s  televised films , I t ook 
part in the d ocumentation of a number of investiga­
tion s of strange e vents and exposed several of them 
as nothing more t han g ood natured hoax e s .  Ivan and I 
w ork ed t o gether for  o ver a dozen years , at times 
s pending twenty-four hours a d ay for months at a 
time on expeditions . One of these e xpeditions result­
ed in his monumental b ook , The C ontinent We Live 
On . 
-This s ummer ,  however,  I have s ought in v ain for 
an e xplanation of a s et of photographs that I person­
ally took and developed and enlarged.  The se have 
presented me w ith a rather profound puzzle . 

For s ome relaxation from the d utie s of t e aching as 
visiting professor in the School of Journalism at the 
University of Alaska, I decided to make e nlargements 
of a few of the hundreds of pictures t aken on my trips 
over the past several y ears . I purchased a box of 8/ 1 0  
double weight Kodak Poly contrast F paper,  broke the 
seal ,  and s tarted to mak e  e nlargement s .  As I was 
printing one negative t aken in Afghanistan s ome years 
ago ,  the image of a small hand appeared as a double 
e xposure over the negative . No image , latent o r  other­
wise was to be seen emerging from the ne gative that 
c ould account for the hand.  I made anothe r print,  but 
again the hand was v isible , this time with the 
fingers in a d ifferent position ! 

I : .then opened another box of paper,  this time one 
witn-. a m atte s urface .  The same sequence of events 
c ontinued,  b ut each print showed t he fingers in a 
slightly diffe rent position.  And not only was the hand 
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positioned differently w ith respect to  the  four figure s 
in the picture , but the configuration of the  hand 
itself had c hanged. That is , the fin gers move in 
relation to one another in each s ucceeding print and 
the hand itself moves vertically and horizontally , 
and apparently also rotates a bit . This movement is 
most pronounced in t he thumb , but close e xamination 
of the prints will reveal the other movements . 

Finally , I opened yet another box of paper ,  made a 
print,  and t h e  hand was not t o  b e  s een.  I b re athed a 

· sigh of relief. Whatever "it "  had b een had departed.  
But then I examined this last print in bright light and 
found t h e  damned hand again,  though this time it was 
so faintly visible that only a c areful observer c ould 
find it .  

Let me e mphasize that it is  a simple matter to 
· rake such a picture or s equence of picture s .  This c an 

be d one by making a photogram of a hand on a print 
and t hen double-printing t he image . But I did not do 
this . Nor did I in any other manner tamper w ith t he 
m ate rials or the photographic process . The story is 
tru e .  Make o f  it w hat you will . 

(Editor's note : Professor Pinney has s upplied us 
with six of these print s .  Five prints a�:e included here 
as illustration s .  The s ixth is the "clear" one , and 
though the hand is indeed s till visible on it ,  it would 
not be visible in the reproduction in Pursuit , and we 
have not s hown it for that reason. It  s hould also be 
noted that Pursuit w ould not c onsider the publication 
of an article of this nature w ere it not for the fact that 
Profe ssor Pinney has been known to us for many years 
as a close personal friend and as a 'professional 
associate . His very considerable profe ssional reputa­
tion i s ,  of c ourse , on t he line . )  

print number one 
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print numbe r  two 

print number three 
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print pumber four 

print number five 



ERRATIC SATELLITES 
OVER THE BERMUDA T RIANGLE 

By Wayne Meshejian 

Three years ago ,  several physics students and I 
began construction of a station to receive weather 
satellite pictures. Five months later ,  we w ere re­
ceivin g signals and four months after t hat we produc­
ed our first pictures. Durin g t hose last f our months 
(and w hen I wasn't  t eaching ,  eatin g or s le eping) I 
was listening t o  t he s ound of weather s atellite s 
either on t ape or on our receiver. Weather s atellites 
produce a monotonous ,  rhythmic s ound; and after 
listenin g to t hem for only a few weeks , I could pre­
dict the amount of cloud cover that w ould appear in a 
picture merely by the subtle perturbations in t h e  
sound . Thus w hen o n e  e vening I heard t he satellite 
suddenly c hange its rhythm and appear to s kip every 
other beat ,  I was immediately aware and c urious. 
Several days later it occurred again and t hen again. 
At first t he skip was a source of irritation because it 
me ant that one of t he two images being transmitted 
would appear blacked out. But that all c hanged when 
a friend noted t hat the blackouts seemed to always 
begin when t he satellite was over the  Bermuda 
Trian gle. 

Reports < I ) issued by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) on the operation 
an d status of weather s atellite s failed to mention let 
alone explain the b lackouts ; and inquiries made to  
NOAA regarding the  blackouts were  met  with answers 
ranging from NOAA ' s  accepting responsibility for the 
blac kouts to a flat denial t hat t he b lackouts even 
exist < 2 >  (the answers varied with t he official being 
que stioned ). This c onflict in answers in addition to 
my observation s and those of others has convinced 
m e  t hat the blackout s  are n ot unique to  my receiving 
station. And , as will become apparent , I have reason 
to believe t h at NOAA is not r esponsib le for the  
blac kouts. 

Most earth satellites c an be c ategorized as e ither 
geostationary or s un-synchronous . Geostationary 
satellites orbit the equator with the same angular 
speed as the e arth and thus appear stationary t o  re­
ceivin g  stations on the ground. Such satellites are 
useful for relaying radio , television ·and telephone 
signals. Sun-synchronous satellites  orbit the north 
and south poles w hile maintaining a c onstant orienta­
tion w ith t he · sun. This insures t hat illumination of 
the e arth will .·be  the s ame from one orbit to the next 
(a fe ature that- is important to s urvey s atellites such 
as those used f or s tudying weather and e arth re­
source-s and for spyin g). 

The weather s atellites I 've been monitoring are 
part of a s eries launched by the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA) for use by NOAA. 
To dat e ,  t he s atellites  in t his series include : NOAA- 1 
(deactivated Marc h ,  1 97 1  ); NOAA-2 (deactivated 
November, 1 97 4 ) ;  and NOAA-3 and NOAA-4 (presently 
active ). 
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NOAA satellites "ascend " (travel from south pole 
to north pole ) on the dark side of the e arth and "de­
scendu on the  li ght s ide. At an average altitude of 
800 mile s ,  t hese satellites maintain an orbital period 
of approximately 2 hours ; which means t hat" they 
appear to move approximately 3 0° further west with 
each orbit. 

Th e last three NOAA satellite s were designed to 
transmit infrared and visible imagery of the same 
area of the e arth by using a slow-scan t e levision 
technique. Picture in formation is c omposed of a 
serie s of horizontal scans. Each scan is completed 
in 1 .  25 seconds by a rotating mirror on board t he 
satellite. Light r eflected by the mirror into the 
satellite · is optically s plit and analyzed by two 
photocells - on e sensitive to  infrared light and the 
other s ensitive to visib le light. The outputs of these 
photocells c omprise the s ignals that are used to  pro­
duce weather picture s on the ground . . Because both 
signals c an not be tran smitted simultaneously on the 
same c arrier (without c omplex multiplexing) ,  one of 
the s ignals (the v isible s ignal )  is delayed . 6 25 
seconds o n  magnetic t ape w hile the other is sent. 
During t he remaining . 6 25 seconds,  while t he mirror 
is not scanning the e arth ,  the visible information is 
s ent. According to NOAA < a >  , the magnetic delay 
system is a one s hot device that records t he visible 

· information during infrared · transmis sion , reproduce s  
t h e  information ·during the  t ime t he mirror is scanning 
outer space and . then erases it e very 1 . 25 seconds so 
that it c an be used again. It is this magnetic delay 
system that s eems t o  b e  malfunctioning over the  
Bermuda Triangle. 

The Effect 

When a picture is made from NOAA satellite 
signals , t he infrared and visible images appear side 
by side. During malfunction , the sate llite fails t o  
transmit the v isible information b ut continues to 
tran smit the infrared ; and t he picture t hat results has 
its visible image blac ked out. Because the infrared 
and v isible photocells are s imilar i n  d esign and 
because t h e  signals t hey produce share the same 
transmitter ,  it s e ems r easonab le t o  attribute the  
malfunction to  the  one thing they don 't  have in 
common - the magnetic delay system. 

The magnetic field of t he e arth is t oo weak to 
eras e  t he information stored in t he magnetic delay 
sy stem. Furthermore , the malfunction is strongly 
localized (that is ,  the visible image does not gradual­
ly fade out). Also ,  a malfunction d oes not occur 
every qme t he satellite passes over the  Bermuda 
Trian gle ;  but , whenever a malfunction does occur, it 
begins over this area. Thus,  whatever is responsible 
for t his : behavior is of an intermittent nature. The 
sam e  malfunction has occurred with all three NOAA 
satellites. Irt each c ase , t he malfunction did not start 
until the satellite had b een in orbit for at least 5 



months ,  :1fter which time t he b lackouts lasted for 
only one or two minute s. As e ach satellite aged , the 
blackouts became more frequent and more extensive. 
On several occasion s I 've observed a satellite black­
out over the Bermuda Triangle and still be blacked 
out two orbits later - when the satellite was over 
populated regions of the u .S.  continent. It is for t his 
reason that I believe the g overnment is not c ausing 
the b lackouts. (Why defeat t he v ery purpose of t he 
satellite - especially while it i s  over the most 
important areas for weather observations. ) Finally , 
a magnetic field strong enough to erase the v isible 
info rmation s hould also perturb the orbit of the 
satellite ; and t his doesn 't seem to be  happening. 

Conclusion 

So , what is t he answer? Frankly , I don 't know. 
1 h e  disturbance is in part magnetic because of its 
effect on the magnetic delay system. Yet , it is not 
magnetic in the purest s ense because the satellite 
orbit is unaffe cted. 

One interesting anomaly has b een observed in a 

different series of satellite s which may be related to 
the NOAA satellite blackouts. Several amateur radio 
operators have rec ently noted an "inverted Doppler 
effect"  in the radio fre quency c arrier of the OSCAR-6 
satellite. < 4 )  The OSCAR s atellites  are relay satel­
lites used b y  ham operators. Because OSCAR-6 
was launched by t h e  s am e  v ehic le that carr ied  
NOAA-2 into orbit , the two satellite s  have practi­
c ally the same orbits. The e ffect is e ssentially 
an increase in t he r adio fre quency received on the 
ground at a t ime when the frequency s hould be  
decreasing. The e ffect occurs when OSCAR-6 " as­
cends" past 23 °N latitude and is b etween 500 W and 
1 05°W longitude. Unlike the OSCAR-6 anomaly which 
only occurs when the satellite is  on the dark side of 
the e arth , th e NOAA satellite b lackouts occur in 
both darkness  and s unlight over the Bermuda Triangle. 
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�\NOTHER "BERMUDA T RIANGLE " MYSTERY 
VANISHES 

By Ronald G. Dobbins 

Earlier this year, fantastic s tories began to a ppear 
in the nation 's national press - the UPI ,  the �­
al Enquirer ,  National Tattler ,  and s imilar s ources -

telling t hat one Wayne Meshej ian , an assistant pro­
fessor of physics at Longwood Colle g e ,  at Farmville , 
Va. , had stumbled onto " proof" of t he e xistence of 
the infamous "Bermuda Triangle , "  an area w here 
hundreds of s hips and planes had mysteriously v an­
ished without a t race (it s ays here ). It seems t hat 
some of our w e ather satellites ,  in particular four 
photographic vehicles operating for the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),  had 
been failin g to transmit t heir v isual photographic 
data back to earth properly as t hey entered t he mys­
terious and v aguely-defined area off of the East 
Coast of the United States. In several of the articles , 
Meshejian spoke about " some kind of exte rnal e nergy 
sou rce under the water , " " advanced c ivilizations , "  
and " a  vast e lectromagnetic field force ( sic), in the  
Triangle , "  and hinted at  a government c over-up , s ince 
nothing had been published to e xplain t he b affling 
electronic black -outs. 

Well ,  frie nds , r eal life is unfortunately more 
plebian t han such stuff as d reams are made of. Here 
is the  e xplan ation of what Meshejian had picked up 
on his home-built equipment per NOAA ' s  Special 
Ass istant to the Deputy Director, Jerry C. Glover :  

Th e fact of the matter  is that our weathe r s atel­
lites are not m alfunctioning. They are operating as 
they were d esigned to operate. That d e sign in­
cludes a feature such t hat t he visual c hannel of 
the Automatic Picture Tran smission (APT) sign al 
is absent durin g r e adout of d ata s tored on the 
satellite t ape r ec order. (The infrared c hannel of 
the APT signal is unaffected d urin g  r e adout of 
stored data. ) The longest readout times are ex­
perienced w hen the satellite is over the w estern 
part of the Atlantic Ocean a nd is w ithin range 
( 3 3 00 km. ) of our Wallops , Va. , data acquisition 
station located northeast of Norfolk. 
The reason w hy th e visual c hannel of the APT is 
absent during readout of data stored on the s atel­
lite t ape recorder is s traightforward. In order t o  
transmit b oth ( I R  and Visual ) channels o f  data on 
the n arrow b and APT signal , we must get them 
into " single file. " This is d one by " detouring "  
t h e  v isual c hannel  data onto t h e  satellite tape 
recorder  momentarily. Alternately , e ac h  line of IR 
data is followed by a line of d elayed visual chan­
n el data. In this way t he APT ground station can 
produce t wo views of the cloud cover in its region. 
The reason why t he longest readout times occur 
north ,  e ast , and s outh of Wallops is pure g e ograph­
ical happenstance. Our only other data ac quisition 
station is located in Alaska. Because of the par­
ticular orbit and altitude of the satellite and the 
location of t he readout station s ,  t ape recorders 
are fullest when the satellite first c ames w ithin 
range of Wallops. 

So there were s everal fallacies involved in Meshe­
j ian ' s  story. First , h e  d rew a general c onclusion from 
a particular instance by assuming t hat t he satellites 
onlY "malfunctione d "  in a particular area. Actually , 



he was only observing t hem d uring a rather limited 
period of orbit , so he  d idn't  know what t hey were 
doing the rest of the t ime . 

Th en he failed to consider the possibility that if  
the s atellite s r e ally were on the fritz , t h e  NOAA 
would be t he first to know t his , not Wayne Me shej ian 
of Lon gwood College .  Since anyone with an a ntenna 
and some s imple electronics e quipment c an moniter  
the satellite signals , t h e  Government could hardly 
cover this up for very lon g. While I am ready to grant 
that t h e  Government has d one little these days to 
inspire confide nce in itself, neither does it have the 
resources or duty t o  answer every allegation or  crack­
pot theory about its operations all over the w orld . 
And , speaking as a t axpayer,  this would prove e xtrem­
ely uneconomical.  

As a matter of fact , it is s afe to say that it i s  up 
to those who make such allegations or postulate "non­
conforming" theories to demonstrate or come up w ith 
convincing evidence-not up to the U .S .  Government , 
SITU, and anyone else to t ry and answer,  disprove , 
refute , deny or rebut .  In fact ,  it is well known in 
logic that it is impossible to d emonstrate the nega­
tive of a proposition.  Similarly . it is often next to 
impossible to t rack down many of t hese unlikely 
alle gations ,  w here t ime , failing memories ,  or a lack 
of records block further investigations. 

Now , what about those mysterious airplane in­
strument failures in t h e  Triangle . . .  ? 
Anon . "Bermuda Trian gle Mystery ,  Erratic Satellite 
Data Linked , "  Phoenix (Ariz. ) Gazette (UPI ) ,  Feb . 
1 2 ,  1 975 (Home Edition) A, 2 1 .  
Bentley , Art . "Unknown Energy Coming from 'Bermuda 
Trian gle , '  " Midnight , May 28, 1 97 5 ,  p. 4 .  
Glover, Jerry · C .  Release o f  March 2 1 ,  1 97 5 ,  NOAA , 
U .S .  Department of Commerc e ,  National Environment­
al Satellite Service , Washington , D .  C . ,  Sx4/JCG . 
Jones , John I. "Baffling New Mystery of the  Devil ' s  
Triangle : St"range Force Blocks Out Signals from 
Sate llites 800 Mile s Up . "  National Enquirer,  July 1 5 ,  
1 975 ,  p p ,  24/5 . 
Linedecker,  Cliff. "College Professor Claims 
Signals from Bermuda Triangle Blacking Out Our 
Weather Satellites , "  National Tattler ,  July 6 ,  1 97 5 ,  p .  
3 6. 
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ANOTHER CASE OF SHC ? 

by R. Martin Wolf 

From the Miami Herald dated January 1 3 ,  1 975 , we 
have another case of what appears to be partial 
spontaneous human combustion , plus s orne e ven 
stranger complications.  The b ody of Esther Cook s ,  
4 2 ,  was found to  have b e en " mysteriously b urned . " 
The b ody was discovered by Mrs . Cooks ' boyfriend , 
John Thomas,  upon returning to his apartment.  He and 
others had apparently seen Mrs . Cooks t he previous 
day ,  and no one could explain how s he might have 
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di e d .  Mr.  Thomas found Mrs .  Cooks ly j n g  face down 
on his living room floor. There was no trace of a fire , 
and yet over 80 per cent of t he skin was b urned from 
the woman 's body , according to the Herald. The left 
eye had sustained an in]ury - apparently a puncture 
wound , and the lip had been bruise d .  The left ear was 
also torn and missing from it w as a small gold ear­
rin g,  although t h e  mate t Q  t he earring was s till on the 
other ear .  Bits of t he woman 's skin were found on t he 
floor,  two beds , and in the bathroom d rain of the 
apartment.  

Mrs . Cooks ,  when found , was partially dressed in 
pale lavendar slacks and an unbuttoned k nit vest,  but 
the c lothing itself was unsinged . Her face and hands 
were not burned,  and t here was no charring ,  but t he 
skin from her back and left s ide was b urned off from 
her neck to the ·soles of her feet .  There was no trace 
of s moke or acid in t h e  apartment even t hough the 
Assistant Dade County Medical Examiner,  Dr. Wright , 
c alled Mrs . Cooks ' burns "thermal or maybe chemical . '"' 

Police thought t hat a freak accident or foul pla:)' 
could have c aused t he death , and they listed it as 
"unclassified pending further investigation. "  

Dr.  Davi s ,  the Dade County Medical Examiner ,  
who arrived at  the apartment later,  t ested the water 
in the b athtub and found that it was e xtremely hot -

1 8 0 degre e s .  Skin also clogged the d rain and possible 
blood t races were found on the s oap dish,  although 
there was no water in the t ub and the stopper was on 

. the sink � Those investigating theorized t h at Mrs . 
Cooks may have tumbled into the tub which was filled 
with near b oiling water ,  and perhaps because of this 
speculation , Dr.  Davis termed the b urns " a  typical 
scald , "  despite the fact that the police listed t he 
the death , as we noted earlier ,  "unclassified . " 

Let us presume t hat Mrs . Cooks . did "tumble " into 
a bathtub filled with 1 8 0  degre e  water .  This is pre­
suming t hat the w ater was still 1 80 degrees at t he 
time she t umbled into it - although if t h e  water had 
been sitting in the tub for any length of t ime it prob­
ably w ould have c ooled s omewhat .  So s he s omehow 
fe l l  into the near b oiling water :  doesn 't it s eem 
strange t hat only her b ack and left s ide c ame into 
contact with the water ?  Why not her hands ? Why not 
the front part of her body ? We w ould have to pre sume 
that nobody would e ase (or even tumb le)  into near 
boiling water and start floating on t heir back before 
realizing t hat the water was too hot.  

But let ' s  assume for the moment that t his is pre­
cisely w hat happened.  She then,  after alre ady severe­
ly burning herself, got out of the t ub after (or  before )  
pulling t he s topper out o f  t h e  drain and putting i t  on 
the sink , and lay d own on t wo different b eds in the 
house , managed to  dress herself  somehow,  and then · 
collapsed on the floor before she c ould c all for help. 
It seems more like ly that she w ould have called for 
help before lying down on two different beds .  

If the  burn from t he water was bad enough to cause 
skin to  c ome off and clog the drain , then pre sumably 
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Mrs . Cooks would have jumped out of t h e  tub,  then 
re ac hed back into the water (which would still have 
been near b oiling and w ould have had bits of skin 
alre ady floating around in it) ,  and pulled the plug out 
of the drain .  If this w ere the case , t hen at least one 
of her hands w ould also have been burne d .  

No , this sounds more like a c ase of partial huma1. 
combustion.  Another c ase , similar to t his  one in t hat 
it involves partial (as opposed to total) human com­
bustion , comes from the Toronto Star of 1 6  December 
1 969 .  On this date a man died who had b een found 
unconscious in his room after having s uffered exten­
sive burns to his arms and back (emphasis ours ) ,  but 
there was no sign of a fire in his room. 

The fact that Mrs . Cooks '  body w as partially 
dressed and that the c lothes s howed no s igns of 
c harring is not unique e ither.  The New York Sun for 
January 24 , 1 9 3 0  reports t he c ase of a woman who 
had burned to death under "mysterious circumstance s . " 
The coroner ' s  j ury , after pronouncing the death " acci­
dental from unknown c ause s , "  added the c omment : 
" although her body was severely burned ,  her clothing 
was not even s c orched . " 

It is unusual, however, to find bits of skin s pread 
around the house . Usually there is only a small  pile 
of ashes left ,  b ut in this c ase t here w ere pieces  of 
skin on two beds , the floor, and the b athtub . Let us 
try this : Mrs . Cook s ,  alre ady asleep in one of t h e  
beds ,  awoke to find that h e r  b ody w a s  b urning.  Think­
ing that t he bed was probably on fire , she would most 
likely have leapt from the bed. When she found t hat 
s he was still burning,  s he probably w ould have thrown 
herself onto the other b ed (and possibly the floor) in 
order to try to s mother t he flames.  When this attempt 
failed as w ell,  s he r esorted to t he next most logic al 
action. Since t here was no ready b ody of w ater in 
which to throw herself, she ran into the b athroom and 
eithe r  stood under the shower (if there was one ) or 
started immediately throwing (c old )  water onto herself 
from t h e  tap in the bathtub. This w ould account for 
the s kin in the tub as well as the fact that the drain 
plug was not even used s ince there would not have 
been enough time to fill t he tub ade quately.  

After  e xtinguishing the fire (and having bruised 
herself somewhat in her panic to put out t he flames) ,  
Mrs . Cooks grabbed a vest and a pair of slacks that 
were handy , dressed quickly ( and painfully w e  would 
imagin e ), and started to c all for help - either by 
phone (if there was one ), or to go to  a neighbor for 
aid .  This would account for t he dry c lothes in which 
she was only partially d ressed.  Unfortunately ,  Mrs. 
Cooks never made it ,  so  we will probably never know 
what really happened to  her.  There w as to have been 
an autopsy , which hadn 't been performed at t he t ime 
that the Herald article came out . This writer was in 
Miami at '""t'ii'et'ime and watched the papers carefully 
for the next few d ays, but there was no answer forth­
coming .  We c an presume that the  death was put d own 
as " unclassified , "  and will add the c li pping to SITU ' s  
file o f  other  spontaneous human c ombustions .  

A MINI MUTILATION 

by Adolph Heuer 

The r ecent furor over c attle mutilations has c aused 
me t o  recall an extremely s trange e xpe rience t hat I 
had a number of years ago.  I c an 't e ven remembe r the 
exact year, probably because this was one of t hose 
events that is s o  start1ing and upsetting that one 
tends to make a conscious effort to simply wipe the 
memory clean in an attempt t o  regain peac e  of mind.  
What I d o  r emember is that I was in quite a h urry at 
the time because it w as one of those b itter January 
mornings with a strong wind blowing from the North, 
and I was e ager for s om e  w armth . 

In those days I was driving around in a very de­
crepit panel truck.  The floorin g had rusted away to 
the point w here t here were several large areas of 
metal completely missing. This provided an engaging 
view of the road b eneath ,  and s erved as an e fficient 
vent ilation system in the s ummer,  but it was rather a 
drawback in wet and c old weather. More over, these 
holes proved t o  be an entry point for c ertain uninvited 
visitors : mic e .  It was not uncommon to find mice 
scurrying about my feet a s  I d rove the vehicle . A 
favorite activity of the mice was their proclivity for 
building nests under the heater.  This made for some 
excitement whenever I was so bold as to t ry to warm 
thin gs up a b it .  

I was i n  m y  house s e arching for an item when it 
;)ecurred to me that I might have left it  in the truck .  
Rushing out through t h e  wintery blast , I opened the 
door o f  t he truck and made a quick inspection of the 
interior where t h e  missing item might have been.  It 
should be noted that ,  because of the little zoological 
difficulites I h ad to contend w ith in the truck , I was 
really quite meticulous about keeping the interior 
neat and clean .  So the s e arch was quick and e fficient.  
The missing item was not there . What I did find 
instead gave me a profound shock that has c ont_inued 
to haunt me .  

In  the middle of t h e  floor on the passenger side of  
the cab was a dead mous e .  It w as on i ts  stomach , in  
a "spread-eagle " position . That is , the four limbs 
were s tretched out and away from the body . The re 
was no blood. The fur w as not disturbed or roughed 
up, but seemed smoothed out as one w ould expect in 
a living spe cimen.  The re w as, in short , absolutely no 
sign of" v iolence or  struggle evident . Except ,  that is ,  
for one small detail : between t h e  e ars there was a 
perfectly round , very cleanly cut hole .  The hole w as 
about the size of a d im e .  The ears were undisturbed ,  
and even t h e  f u r  immediately surrounding the hole 
was unmarked. The incision w as uncannily perfect , 
and it included the s kull .  No piece of bone or fur or 
other tissue w as found .  It w as as if some very pre­
cise m achine had c ut out a d ime-sized plug from the 
skull of the mouse . Furthe rmore . the  brain itself  w as 
missing, and the skull cavity w as c lean and d ry .  with­
out any s ign of b lood or othe r fluid . 
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I have skinned a few critters over the ye ars ,  and I 
have s een instances where mice have cannibalized 
othe r dead mice , b ut the s cene on the floor of my 
panel t ruck was altogether  new to  me . The precision 
of t he c ut ,  the c omplete absence of the marks of gnaw­
ing, the way the hole proceeded through the fur and the 
skin and t hen the skull without observable  c hange in 
diam eter ,  all of t hese factors militated against a 
"natural" explanation . 

A search of the surrounding are a revealed no print s 
or other c lues .  I got rid of the tiny carcass and tried 
to put the w hole unsettling matter out of mind . I am 
recount ing this story now b ecause it s uddenly seems 
relevant . Is t here a c onnection between the cattle 
mutilations and the strange sight on the floorboard of 
my truck ? 

At about the s am e  time there occurred another in­
cident , or series of incidents, that may be worth re­
marking about here . This is the strange t ale of t he 
tree toads in winter .  The t ree  t oad is plentiful in New 
Jersey , and its mating c all  can be heard throughout 
the spring night s .  The low-key trilling can often be 
heard interspersed with t he s hrill call of the "peepe r . " 

On e evening as I s tepped out of my house I was 
greeted by the familiar sounds of the t ree  toads trill­
ing away with abandon. First one would " buzz " for a 
little while , then others w ould respond. It was a 
ple asant and comforting sound - until it struck me 
that this was the dead of winter and that the tempera­
ture was hoverin g a few degrees above zero . The 
s ound was r ight , but the season most c ertainly was 
not . 

A few days l ater  I stopped by to visit Ivan Sander­
son. At one point in the conversation I mentioned that 
that I had b een hearin g  t re e  toads during the past 
several night s ,  and t h at I was s omewhat puzzled 
about this s ort of activity during the freezing winter 
months .  Ivan turned slowly toward me and j ust stared 
for what seemed a long while .  Finally he said ,  "I ' ve 
been waiting for s omeone to say that . We have been 
hearing tree t oads for the  b etter part of a month, and 
I don ' t  know what to mak e  of it. I know that t hey c an ' t  
be tree toads a t  this time of year - yet w e  k e e p  hear­
ing them! " 

Now t his b usiness of "tree toads"  being heard late 
in the evening in m id-winter is very odd. First of all ,  
in order  t o  s urvive the  w inter most frogs and toads 
bury themselves in t he s oft mud of ponds and streams 
and swamps . . This places them below the freezing line 
and so assures their s urvival .  It simply does not s eem 
possible t hat these animals c ould live in the open air 
in temperatures w ell  below freezing,  and then even 
have the e nergy to  trill  w ith e very bit of v olume they 

can muster in the s prin gtime . Ivan agreed with this 
proposition,  saying that the s ounds were exactly like 
those of the t re e  frog ,  b ut that it was quite impossible 
for tree frogs to b e  the source of the trilling . 

We never pursued this matter , but on reflection it 
seems to me that a like ly c andidate might be  s ome 
sort of insect.  L et me add that Ivan never suggested 
this as a possibility . I may be g rasping at a straw 
here , but it is a fact that many insects have remark­
able m ethods for adjusting to very c old weathe r,  And 
whatever was out there making all the racket had 
certainly made some g ood adj ustment s .  One of t he 
most interesting methods for this kind of adaptation is 
that of internally t riggered c hanges in the chemistry 
of the b ody fluids . When the temperature begins drop­
pin g  around the fre ezin g point , c arpenter ants can 
change their normal b ody fluids into a type of glycol ,  
a substance v e ry s imilar to automobile anti-freeze 
compounds . With the advent of Spring , the process is 
reversed.  The tardigrade c an accomplish much the 
sam e  functional end by a process of dehydration . It  
shrivels to a tiny c rispy shell , and continue s to live 
in this state until moisture is a gain available to it .  
When that happen·s , the tardigrade puffs up to size , 
comes back to "life , "  and goes about its busines s .  

Though t here is a lengthy list o f  instances of 
adaptations to cold ,  I know of none which does not 
involve s ome sort or another of hibernation or greatly 
diminished activity . On e must assume that the vocif­
erous t rilling must represent a s urplus of energy ,  an 
activity reserved for t imes when everything else is 
thoroughly up t o  par. Exactly what species of insect 

· or toad or  w hatever is  prepared t o  carry on in this 
manner in t emperatures at or below freezing is a 
mystery t o  me .  

The reason that I have included this  tale  here  is  
that it j ust might provide a clue to t he d emise of t he 
mouse in my truc k .  The holes in the floor of the truck 
were certainly large e nough for e asy entry b y  an 
in sect.  Not only t hat , but many insects have in their 
armory the a bility to immobilize o r  neutralize a 
potential victim . These w e apons include a wide range 
of toxins,  tran quilizers,  and even cyanide gas and · 

ex plosives ! Furthermore , a few insects seem to be 
able to bore or dri l l  or  slice through almost any sub­
stance.  Ivan onc e  told me about an experience of his 
in which termites in South America actually b ored 
holes t hrough a s tainless s teel  chest in w hich he 
stored his valuable s .  In a sens e ,  then ,  the mutilated 
mou se might have fallen v ictim t o  s ome species of 
insect . .  As I w rite this ,  however ,  it hardly seems 
plausible t hat this should have in fact been the c ase . 
Perhaps others can help to shed some light on these 
puzzling - and perhaps related - incidents.  

P L E ASE HEL P !  

Some t w enty-five copie s o f  each issue o f  Pursuit are r eturned because members have moved without notify­
ing SITU .  Third class mail  is  not automatical ly forwarded by the U . S . Post al Servi c e !  When planning a 
move , first write t o  mother ;  then write to SITU ! Be sure to include your new ZIP CODE : Pursuit c an not 
be d elivered without i t !  
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M E N TO LOGY 

THE ONE HUMAN PROBLEM,  ITS SOLUTION , AND 
ITS RELATION TO UFO PHENOMENA 

By Thomas E. Bearden 

The evolution of a life-bearin g  planet may be 
divided into stages ,  t h e  first five of w hich are : ( 1 ) 
The formation of the planet itself and s orne billions 
o f  years of cooling,  s o  that a primordial atmosphere 
and ocean are g radually e volve d ;  (2) The fomentin g of 
imino acid structures in t he v iolent convulsions of 
the primeval sea and planet ; ( 3 )  the formation of the 
self-re plicating s upermolecule s ,  DNA and RNA; ( 4 )  
t h e  formation o f  one-celled organisms ; ( 5 )  t h e  forma­
tion of multicellular organisms . At the upper e nd of 
the fifth stage of evolution , the intelligent mobiles 
emerge ,  a s  do eventually tool-using intelligent 
mobiles .  This is the level on which man finds him­
self on the planet Earth . 

What are actually e volving are c ompeting c ontrol 
system s ,  and t heir natural competition for control 
surgically excise s the less c ompetitive . 

An organism uses t wo basic mechanisms t o  control 
its behavior ;  one type is genetic ally programmed and 
the other is genetically unprogrammed. Thus one 
control mode is nonadaptive and one is adaptive or 
learned.  That fraction t h at is unprogrammed is 
available for  experiential or le arned programming. 
Now intelligence may be v iewed as the ability to 
adapt behavior ; e. g, , to use tools . Thus an incre ase 
in intelligence represents a decrease in th e portion 
of b ehavior c ontrol that is genetic ally programmed,  
and a c orre sponding incre ase in the unprogrammed 
portion available for adaptive learning.  

Each organism must possess a mixture of both 
type s of control . If it w ere c ompletely programmed,  it 
could not make any change at all in its re sponses to 
external  stimuli , and random environmental c hange s 
would quickly present it w ith death-dealin g s timuli 
not in its genetic catalogue . On the other hand,  if the 
organism w ere c ompletely deprogramme d ,  it also 
would be quickly destroyed.  Adaptive b e havior must 
be learned by t rial and error, and fatal errors ( e . g. ,  
fo rgetting to beat t he heart ) would occur fre quently 
unless t here were many preprogrammed responses .  

Variations ,  mutations,  and natural sele ction result 
iri t he d ifferent species having differing ratios of 
programmed versus deprogrammed behavior control.  A 
"more intelligent" species is s imply one w hich 
possesses more deprogrammed control and less 

. programmed control. E .g . ,  on Earth , Man is the 
species of land mammal possessing the least pro­
grammed control and t he most unprogrammed control . 

Eventually , one or more s pecies will de program 
signific antly and become e xtremely adaptive ; i . e . , 
highly inte lligent . But if this s pecies does not 
possess a highly manipulat.i ve body member ,  its , use 
of external physical t ools w ill be limited or non-

existent and it will remain nontechnological . Ex­
am ple s  of such Earth species are t he bottlenosed 
dolphin and the killer whale .  However,  i f  the species 
has a highly manipulative body part , it can readily 
adapt e xternal tools .  It is t hen inherently technologi­
cal and its tool-using abilities will c ontinue to 
develop d ue to its " intelligenc e "  or  adaptive ability . 
The use of t ools intervenes in the statistics of s ur"' 
vivability , and itself b e comes an evolution ary 
determinant.  I . e . ,  t ool-using skill becomes a survival 
trait and a selection me chanism for the s pecies . Man 
is s uch a technological s pecies on planet Earth. 

Witp the development of clothin g,  fi re , and fabri­
c ated shelter, the technological s pecies will become 
less environmentally limited . Further ,  it will become 
dominant over all other s pe cies bec ause of the in­
creasing power of its t ools . Its "tool-teeth " will 
eventually be sharper than any other animal ' s  teeth ; 
its "tool-muscle s "  will b e  stronger ;  its "tool-feet "  
faster .  The t echnological s pecies w ill dominate its 
biosphere , and as its natural enemies are overcome , 
its numbers will dramatically increase .  But ironically , 
its developing t echnology causes it to accele rate 
toward its own s elf-destruction. 

When programmed animals fight for territory ,  
females ,  o r  food, t he " fight " i s  usually c onducted in 
a rigidly stylized manner.  The v ic tor rarely kills or 
seriously wounds the van quished b ecause the v ictor 
is programmed to stop fightin g when the loser retreats 
or yields .  This is not b enevolent ,  but programmed.  
But  the  deprogrammed animal is not r igidly hardwired 
to relent w hen it defeats another  m ember of its own 
specie s ,  and it will very often kill  the  loser.  Being 
highly adaptive , it can and does adapt a much greater  
variety of r easons for  killin g into its competition . To 
its  own s pecies , t h e  deprogramme d ,  intelligent , tech­
nolo gical species is a s elf-competitor and a s elf­
kille r .  Since its ability to c ompete is a function of 
its deve loping t echnolo gy ,  its internal competition 
thus is increasing. Technology feeds back to increase 
its own rate of development,  and thus the s pecies 
conflict has positive feedback . Viewed a s  a servo­
mechanistic c omplex , the technolo gical s pecies i s  
actually o u t  of control , highly unstable , and it is 
headed pell-mell exponentially toward re sonance and 
biospheric e xplosion . Unless its servoamplifier g ain 
and c ompetitive positive feedback c an be dampened,  
the technological s pecies will  catastro phically 
expire.  

But the  significant reduction of adaptive , depro­
grammed b ehavior w ould c onstitute t he loss of int e l­
ligence per se and would be a giant step backward in 
evolution.  Genetic ally t here is no return for t he de­
programmed technological specie s ,  w hich has c rossed 
a one-way thres hold in evolution.  T he species will go 
int o  de structive resonance and e xplode within perhaps 
tens of years , while e volutionary changes to geneti­
c ally re-introduce behavior �ontrol w ould require 
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hundreds of thousands or e ven millions of ye ars. The 
n atural evolution of Man is finished now, within the 
lifetime of the average r e ader. The fifth s tage of 
planetary evolution of life is the fin al stage of e volu­
tion by natural selection. 

Thus , any "next step"  in e volution must be taken 
technologic ally by the s pecies itself if it is to be 
taken at all. Any such step t o  a sixth stage o f  evolu­
tion must paradoxically involve the reimposition of 
positive internal control ,  s omehow w ithout giving up 
genetic deprogramming. The fact that rigid and fool­
proof c ontrol must b e  e stablished to  eliminat e  d e­
structive c ompetition , while at t he same time genetic 
control must remain relinquished if intelligence is to 
be  r etained,  is the precise ,  contradictory , s olitary 
human problem. It is t his hard nut t hat all systems , 
organizations, governments , s ocietie s ,  s ciences ,  
theorists ,  religious leaders. megalomaniac s ,  dictators ,  
pontific ators , and well-meaning but ignorant vision­
aries  and humanitarians have failed to chew and 
swallow s ince time imm emorial. The usual solution 
advanced is  thi s :  "If everyone w ould just be a perfect 
cJtizen , b ehave ideally ,  and love and help everyone 
else alway s ,  then the problem w ould be  s olved. " Any 
fool will agree with that ; t he proposition is incredibly 
n aive and a tautology. The question i s ,  "How,  pray 
tell ,  c an one get  all persons to be perfect ? "  Law , 
logic , philosophy, c re ed ,  religio n ,  practice , love,  
sacrifice , money, the b allot,  and t h e  bullet - alr of 
these h ave e mpirically proven that they c annot s olve 
the human problem for all humanity. Since none of 
the solutions advanced t o  date can s olve the problem , 
we must d iscard them all and s earch for a new 
approach. 

And a Teilhardian solution indeed emerges if one 
ponders d iligently. The s olution can be synth e sized 
int o two part s :  each individual human must possess 
an internal mechanism for g eneratin g a ppropriate 
limits to  personal b ehavior,  and there must e xist a 
totally reliable external process t o  implant or induce 
the internal mechanism. And one would also hope for 
the "maximum individual freedom within t h e  con­
straints of minimum essential intra -individual control ". 

The ollly viable solution is to link the brains of 
all men into one giant s uperbrain. It is  th e e ntire 
spec ies w hich has been d eveloping,  and i t  is the 
e ntire species w hich now must b e  linked into one 
superbein g. Jun g ' s  colle ctive unconsCious must 
acquire a single integrated consciousness ,  instead of 
the fragmented billions it now possesses. Each man­
c ell must function individually within its own s phere , 
but in intermancell harmony under t he control of a 
single linked- species nervous s y stem. 

This linkage must be accomplished t e chnologically 
by creating and installing a system of direct commu­
nication link s b etween all men 's  individual b rains. A 
most c urious phenomenon occurs w hen ever t wo 
nervous system brains are directly · linked together so 
that each can perceive no temporal delay between the 
two : the beings , egos,  and personalitie s  of t he two 

brains integrate and merge into one b ein g,  one ego , 
and on e personality. Thus linkage admirably e nds the 
destructive c ompetition b etween the forme rly separat­
ed b rains. 

E. g. , suppose you and I have linked our brains. If 
I am you and you are me, then "we " shall find it im­
possible to disadvantage "each other"  since " we "  and 
" e ac h  other" no longer exist. I. e. , only one " I "  re­
mains in the two linked brains , inte grated in b oth of 

· them. So thP. "on e "  cannot kill the "other" because no 
"other"  any longer s e parately exists. 

In fac t ,  absolute proof of t he " single-being"  identity 
�f two linked brains une quivocally exists. The human 
brain (cerebrum) is composed of left and right hemi­
sphere s ,  comple te ly separated e xcept for a thick 
connectin g cable of nerve fibers c alled t he corpus 
callosom. Essentially the left c erebral hemisphere 
controls the right s ide of the b ody and the right 
cerebral hemisphere controls the left side of the body. 
With t w o  brains in charge , one half (usually the left )  
almost always dominates ,  and each of the  two halves 
specializes. However,  signals from one half are im­
mediate ly t ransmitted to t he s econd half, preventing 
the second half from detecting any difference or  time 
delay b etween itself and the primary half. I.e. , the 
second half gets an immediate " wiggle " and perceives 
that it ,  the  second half, originated the w iggle. When 
consciousn ess c an perceive no d ifferenc e ,  identity 

· result s ,  just as s eparate movie frames appear con­
tinuous (each two appear one )  when flashed at 24 
frames per s econd. Thus in one ' s  own b ody , t wo 
brains are integrated into one functional brain and 
one perce ptual personality. There is no conscious 
se·paratiop of the two brain hemispherical perception s ,  
and o n e  c onsciously is aware of only o n e  being or 
continuity, himself. In humans whose c orpus c allosums 
have been severed,  the two brains e xhibit separate 
consciousnesses and separate " personalitie s ! "  

I f  one holds up both hands and observes the m ,  one 
is perfectly aware that there are two separate hands , 
but is only aware of one being to whom the hands 
belon g ,  e ven though each hand is being controlled by 
a different cerebral hemisphere. Two complete human 
brains linked together would e xperience s omething 
analogous. There would be c omplete awareness· of 
two separate b odies ,  b ut awareness of only one being 
to whom the bodies b elonged. The linked being in two 
bodies w ould be aware of a " right body " and a "left 
body "  j ust as one human now has a sense of a right 
hand and a left hand. 

Linkage is a straightforward te chnical problem. It 
is a problem of great magnitude ,  b ut it is within the 
reach of technology to solve it. E.g. , work on bio­
logical radio c ommunication has b een underway in 
the Soviet Union some fifty years or more,  and direct 
mind-to-mind linkage has probably been achieved,  as 
re ported by Kashinskiy , Lisitsyn , and others. As 
early as 1 9 3 9- 1 94 0 ,  t he Soviets w ere experimenting 
with telepathic induction through , or  modulated upon, 
an ele ctromagnetic s ignal , directly from mind to 



mind , or from nervous system to nervous system. 
These e xperiments found the concomitant interception, 
by the nervous system of one animal,  of bio-radiation 
waves emitted by the organism of another animal or 
man ,  and the conscious or unconscious analysis and 
synthesis in the receiver 's  b rain of the stimulating 
sign als. The Russian work revealed the transfer and 
inte rcept of bio-e lectromagnetic and bio-radiation 
waves accompanying every thought process. Animal 
and human experiments clearly d emonstrated that 
biofield ince ption from two or more minds may be 
cyborged ,  even in t he mind and body of one person o r  

one animal , just as the two hemisphere s of the human 
cerebrum are presently cyborged in one human brain. 
The biofield wavelengths e mitted by the human 
nervous system were determined t o  be w ithin 1 . 8 - 2 . 1 
mm. An electromagnetic t he ory of brain activity that 
incorporated direct unconscious brain connection was 
developed. The use of hystere sis concept was invok­
ed. Hysteresis is a lag e ffect ,  i. e. , an action followed 
by a time delay ,  followed by a reaction. This is 
precisely the type reaction one w ould need for sub­
liminal brain c ommunication. Memory . was theorized 
in this manner,  to pursue interrogation of it directly 
and unconsciously. After  all , that is what a normal 
brain does anyway , when it recalls �omething from 
memory. Not only was it possible to induct images 
and sensations from one brain to another at a distance , 
but it was also possible t o  artificially postpone the 
emergence of mental image s and sensations ,  received 
by the percipient ,  to a predetermined moment. The re­
ceived information first formed s ubconsciously. A 
process of s ubliminal probing was worked out,  and 
how this c an be done b rain-to-brain was t h eoretically 
explained. 

In sophisticated EEG signals , the pure ly informa­
tional part was isolated and the brain was viewed as 
commun ic ating w ith itself holographically. 23 EEG 
rhythms were w orked out and experimentally fitted 
formulas developed. Fre quency ranges w ere t abulated,  
along with the c omplete EEG fre quency s cheme. The 
fre quencies extend up to  8 . 1 x 1 0 2 0  hertz ,  an in­
credibly high frequency. This wavelength is in the 
neighborhood of 4 x 1 o- 1 3  meters , which is  less than 
thre e  orders of magnitude from t he Fe rmi length,  
1 0- 1 5  meters. Thus t he brain exhibits fre quencies 
that can slightly interact with the strange , noncausal 
world of quantum physics. This directly suggests the 
operational connection of thought and consciousness 
with quantum events (i.e. , it suggests inception and 
psychokine sis ). In fact ,  if quantum geometrodynamics 
and the many-worlds interpretation of quantum me­
c hanic s are correct , a direct mechanism for psycho­
tronics is indicated. Eleven EEG rhythm s had non­
multiple frequencies and appe ared as independent 
oscillatin g processes. The biolo gical c ode of the 
EEG signals was of prime intere st ,  and the number of 
digits of the code was found not to exceed 4 4. 

In evolution , perhaps t he human population had its 
own genetic· language phonemes and eac h  distinctly 
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separated population d eveloped its own language 
s uperimposed upon them. If t his premis is indeed true., 
then the often strikin g use of a w ord or its close 
derivative to mean the same thing in w idely separated 
cultures has an underlying genetic explanation. The 
demonstrated ability of two minds to tele pathic ally 
communicate , e ven t hough the two humans s peak 
sharply different language s ,  c ould also t hen b e  ex­
plained. From the viewpoint of t his g enetic language 
code hypothe sis , the Soviet work on 44  EEG code 
digits or less is of fundamental importance. It may 
only require 1 1-23 channels and a 44-digit c ode to 
directly link human brains. And this could be deter­
mined in animal experiments in communicating through 
a severed corpus callosum to its c onnected b rain 
half. It also appears t hat the Soviets e ither have 
broken the 44-digit code or  are very c lose to it. Thus 
one can s urmise that either direct brain-to-brain 
linkage can already be a ccomplished , or that c apa­
bility is imminent. It is e xciting t o  visualize t h e  
t h e  rapid , s hort-term development of a b rain linkage 
system using, s ay ,  scanning s kullcaps mounted on 
the head ,  centrally connected by a b iowave-modulat­
ed ,  ele ctromagnetic datalink system. Sixth-stage 
brain-to-brain linkage may alre ady be emerging as 
these w ords are written. 

Once the species is linked ,  the problems that man 
causes man simply v anish. All of these problems 
depend upon the c onscious differentiation of being 
between t wo individuals ,  and t his differentiation 
no longer e xists. A single inte grated b eing does 
not rob, cheat ,  hurt , kill , or abuse himself or any of 
his body c ells. 

The needs of each individual mancell  in the linked 
spec ies are c onstantly attended to. This is indeed 
absolute and perfect d emocracy;  not only is e ach 
mancell participating in his government , he is  his 
government !  Selfishness , greed ,  hate , prej udice , dis­
crimination , murder - all have s imply disappeared .  
One d oes not hate himself ;  one c annot b e  s elfish 
except w ith r espect to another ,  and no se parate 
"other " now exists. One d oe s  not discriminate against 
himself or part of himself; one is  not prejudiced 
against himself,  e tc. The standard of living is auto­
matically far higher ;  there is no loss to crime , waste , 
and duplic ation. Poverty , war, c rime , hunger,  fear ,  
intolerance , and misery are g one. A l l  the problems 
that man causes man d isappe ar because mancell no 
longer causes them to  mancell. 

Another  immediate advantage of linkage is personal 
immortality. The personality is totally ope rational , 
and it c an be t otally recorded on physical media. 
Indeed ,  it is e xactly s o  recorded on and in the physi­
c al nervous system "medium" of the body itself. And 
in the linked species ,  it is recorded numerous times,  
holographic ally throughout the e ntire species nervous 
system. Death of a partic ular physical body is of no 
more c onse quence t han the death of an · individu al 
body cell  or b rain c ell is to a pres eat human being. 
No personality , experience , memory , or feeling is 
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ever lost !  If desire d ,  a new b ody of exactly t he s ame 
type ( e . g . ,  a clone ) c an be " reoccupied "  by reactivat­
ing the " pe rsohality recording" and installing it. This 
alre ady happens each time one reawakens from un­
consciousn ess or c oma. Giant b anks of brains for 
the s uperorganism w ould be practical .  Specialized 
mancells and nonman-cells for e ve ry conceivable 
task and purpose would be genetically engineered.  
Nature organizes ;  that is t he master plan , and the 
linked technological s pecies represents master organ­
ization. 

Th e gigantic expansion of c onsciousness and 
intelligence is indescribable . Any mancell c an recall 
anythin g  from total linked m emory and think it direct­
ly , c omplete with all its shadings and ramifications .  
The con sciousne ss,  intelli gence ,  knowledge , and 
me mory of the entire species are in e ach mancell and 
directly available t o  it .  E . g . , by linking only two 
monocular r etinal patterns in t h e  brain,  binocular 
vis ion and t h e  third dimension are gained .  Can the 
fantastic dimensionality of linkage of e ven 1 , 000 
perceptions of t he s ame concept or idea be imagined? 
With linkage , insight is immediate and unbelievably 
multidimensional . The e ntire capability and d imen­
sion ality of t he s pecies is  brought to bear ,  and such 
insight is incomprehensible to our present understand­
ing.  

Now the e ntire theory b e hind ps.ychotherapY is for 
the patient to gain insight into his oersonal "hangup:s " ,  
repressions, etc . With total ins ight,  all psychological 
problems a re r e solve d .  Rapidly the linked species 
becomes t otally san e ,  s omething w hich has never 
befo re e xisted f or mankind. Insanity and severe 
neurosis no longer develop because t he insight is  
always available in the  first plac e .  The thousands of  
harmful gam es humans play on ,  against,  and t o  e ach 
other no longer exist . The specie s-wide insight and 
identity result in t h e  loss of all ideological and 
dogmatic absurditie s ,  w hich are immediately revealed 
for what t hey are .  The eyes of e ac h  person are literal­
ly open ed in t h e  s trictest sense of the word . 

With integration of all humanity into a s ingle 
coherent consciousness , t he inceptive (psychokinetic ) 
action s and c apabilities of all the m ancells are also 
coherently . integrated.  Thus , given e nough cells 
linked together,  t he s uperbeing b e gins to  ac quire a 
direct power and d ominance over tim e ,  space , and 
matter .  I . e . ,  it b egins to exhibit " godlike " powers . 
Th e linked ,  s ixth-stage being t hus develops into 
multiple dimension s ,  overcome s limitations of time 
and s pace ,  and becomes independent of matter and 
matter-chan ges .  These c haracteristics indeed consti­
tute the s e venth stage of e volution , the penetration 
above and b eyond all stages.  

The struggle t o  comprehend stages six and seven 
accounts f'or all metaphysic s ,  philosophy , r e ligion, 
etc . ,  and t h e  t otal lack of d ire ct  e xperience with or 
on t hose stages accounts for t he forbidding difficul­
tie s  involved in t heir comprehension . These stages 
are nonc ausal and c ausal exnerimental methods �an 

not be applied,  so the gaps in our ability to c ompre­
h end them are formidable indeed.  The s e venth stage 
is the "r·eturn to allness " or to  pure b eing ,  or simply 
to " nothingness " or •no-thing-ness"  in its absolute 
meaning.  This is  t he void t hat is devoid of void.  This 
is t h e  nature of the Ultimate God, pure being.  Omega 
is alpha, the end is the beginning ,  and the beginning 
is zero (the absence of all d ifferentiation) .  Thus all 
is indeed holographically '" closed upon its t ail " and 
identical , in eluding being itse lf. 

Being is undifferentiated , t hat is its t otal defini­
tion . Slnce it is totally undifferentiated , in being 
there is not even any differentiation b etween "being" 
an d "not-being. " Being is a t otal identity operator, 
and c an e ven identify w ith its own opposite . All­
being,  t h e  Ultimate Godness ,  is s imply totally un­
diffe rentiated . Since it is undefined , it e ncompasses 
all t hings and nonthings . Without definition , t h ere c an 
b e  no defined (perceived) diffe rence . That is why all 
things are , and why any particular t hing i s .  It is why 
a t hing can also not-b e ,  i .e . ,  cease to e xist .  To b e  
perceivable o r  n o t  perceivable is  totally operational ; 
such t erms have no meaning except relative to an 
operation,  perc eption.  Removing the  limitations of 
the perceptive , c omparative operation removes all 
distinction b etween '"being"  and " nonbeing"  -- and 
this is the solution to the age-old ontologic al problem,  
and also  to the  problem of c hange , that the philoso­
phers have s ought in vain t o  s olve .  

The final evolution o f  t h e  living process is  god­
ness  itself, pure being.  Unlimited g odness can both 
be  and not b e ,  such is t he nature of unlimite dness.  
With the  seventh stage t ranscP.ndence of all  s tages 
and all limitations , t hus ends the life model of Earth 
and M an .  

Thus for the unlinked, fifth-stage technological 
�pecie s ,  there are only two alternatives .  First ,  and 
more likely ,  its intraspecie s c onflict will s imply 
reach critical rriass and the specie s will convulsively 
destroy itself and its biosphere . Humanity may be 
within 25  years or less of t his asymptote now.  Second,  
and less likely ,  t h e  species may link into a s ixth­
stage s uperbeing and eliminate its internal c ompeti­
tion , friction , and suicidal bent. Linkage appears 
extremely unlikely unless outside assistance and 
intervention are received. 

But there may after all be  evidence of such inter­
vention. The phenomena loosely classed as "un­
identified flying obj ects " (UFO ' s )  appear to directly 
fit t h e  strange characteristics to b e  e x pe cted of a 
linked sixth-stage s uperbeing engaged in g iving 
prenatal assistance to  the embryonic human s pecies 
and preparing it for linkage "birth " of t he s pecies 
into a new s uperbeing.  

If ,  e . g . ,  we assume from the late st archeological 
findin gs t hat man in essentially his present form has 
existed about five million years on planet Earth ,  and 
if we r oughly assume t hat modern scienc e is only 
about one hundred years old,  t hen modern s cience 
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represents a window of less than 0.3  x 1 o=4 times 
the width of the total human experienc e .  The search 
in the cosmos for intelligent life e xhibiting our 
particular technical c haracteristic s would appe ar 
to have little c hance for sucr.P.ss . Any other species 
at man ' s  present t e chnical level is progressing so 
rapidly t oward destruction o r  linkage that man 's 
dete ction of its "narrow window" will  very likely not 
occur,  or occur only after it has already vanished as 
a fifth-stage s pecies.  Either alternative for  a fifth­
stage s pecies eliminates it a s  a fifth-stage s pecies.  
It is no accident that man ' s  universe appe ars devoid 
of oth er fifth-stage species ! 

On the other hand , contact with sixth-stage b eings , 
i . e .  with the fifth-stage. s pecies who linked.  survived , 
and t ransitioned , is much more probable .  P'erhaps 
half of t he inhabitable planets involve species more 
advanced t han our own ; if so, then the w indow of 
sixth-stage beings is indeed vast . E . g . , if we assume 
that the universe is a t  least 20 billion years old , 
then that is about t hree times as old as e arth itself, 
about 4 , 000 times as old as man ,  and about 2 x 1 08 
times as old as t he narrow window of man 's modern 
science . In a window of suc h  r elative magnitud e ,  the 
probability of sixth-stage being(s)  appears to be 
quite c ertain . Granted even the t iniest probability of 
linkag e ,  so many t rials on so many planets have 
occurred that the probability of at least one success 
appro aches closer  to  certainty by far than the dis­
criminatory acc uracy of the data assumptions used to 
set up the estimation . From t he window vi ewpoint 

alon e ,  one can essentially assign a probability of 
unity to t he assumption t hat the UFO phenomena 
represent the contact of the human s pecies with a 
sixth-stage being. 

Thus the UFO phenomena c an be fitted to the 
hypothe sis that they _ represent t he prenatal c are of 
the e arthman by a linked superbeing,  in preparation 
for the forthcoming linkage . .  of t he human s pecies and 
the b irth of another linked superbeing. To paraphrase 
Shak espeare , indeed there m ay be stranger things in 
h eaven and e arth than we have d reamt of in our 
philosophie s .  

One thing,  however,  is c lear : From our viewpoint ,  
the  final c risis is  here . For  Man.  i t  is now or never.  
Of c ourse , nature is patient _:__ another b i llion ye ars 

··,or two is all rH�hf becafise in t h'e e nd t ime itself is a 
part -o'f her c re-3:tion', and\s o{ littie or no c onsequence 
to  her. But for man , a single t echnological s pecies on 
a secondary planet of a medium-sized star in the  
remote r im of the g alaxy , time has almost run out . 
Man is merely one more of nature ' s  experiment s ,  a 
species which happened to opt for a little more genetic 
deprogramming of .b ehavior ,  and now is his moment of 
truth . If he  c an successfully link before he d estroys 
himself and his biosphere , then the ultimate solution 

is hi s ;  if not , then nature mere ly scraps this bio­
sphere called Earth anrl will start somewhere e lse .  

Whic h will i t  be for  mankind,  the  " lady " or the 
"tige r ? "  

T h e  next t hree or thirty years will most assuredly 
tell . 
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M ISC ELL ANEOUS 

Mr. Loren Coleman has s ent the following note 
with the request t hat we publish it in Pursuit .  

Hot on t he heels of our new b ook , lli Unidentified , 
Jerome Clark and I have b een commissioned to write 
a second b ook encompassing a new comprehensive 
survey of some of the tangible mysteries stalking the 
Earth.  

In the forthcoming opus , we s hall examine recent 
material on melanistic mountain lions , hairy manimals , 
meandering kangaroos,  and mysterious marine and 
lake inhabitants , as well as reports of other mon­
strous denizens creeping,  crawling and c rashing 
through our midsts . Also tackled therein will be 
accounts of the ghostly relatives of these monsters , 
such as " phantom animals " ,  Springheel Jack and t heir 
friends in folklore . Our new b ook will take a refresh­
ing multifac eted look at t hese b e asties ,  and w e  w ould 
like to ask you to help us track down some of these 
concrete cyptozoological c ritters . 

Come j oin the hunt . We hope to make the b ook as 
detailed and as c ompletely ac curate a s  possible .  
Thus . t o  give proper credit t o  t hose researchers and 

individ uals who have d ug up accounts of monsters , 
apparition s ,  an d related phenomena, I am asking for 
your help. Please s hare with me, for publication , any 
hints ,  any reports you may have turned up. No manner  
how minor or maj or your collected material may seem 
to you, it  could be an important part of t he puzzle I 
did not realize you had .  It is e xtremely important t o  
m e  to  give acknowledgment t o  the proper person and 
to establish the s pecific details of any newsworthy 
incident you may know of, b ut I c an only do t his with 
your assistance . Anythin g you c an s end will be 
appreciated.  Write to me at 16 Chauncy Street ,  A part­
ment D, Cambridge , Mass . ,  02 1 38 .  

'922P22992 
"There are disconcertin g facts affirmed by s e rious 

men who have witnessed them,  or  who have learnt of 
them from men lik e t hemselves : to accept all or to 
deny all seem to have e qual disadvantage s ;  and I 
venture to s ay t hat here , as with all thin gs out of the 
ordinary , not within the c ommon rules ,  t here is a 
c ourse to b e  ste ered between the credulous and the 
unbelieve rs . " 

-- Rene La Bruyere 
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BOOK RE VIEWS 

Tim Dinsdale. P roj ect Water Horse. (Routledge & Kegan Paul,  Boston , 1 97 5 )  

The literature on L o c h  Ness is concerned almost entirely with the historical documentation o f  t h e  
phenomenon. Thus t h e  typical Nessie tome c onsists o f  a list o f  sighting reports interspersed with the 
author 's  analysis of the r eports. Writers have had forced upon them the stance of a defense attorney at­
tempting to c on vince a j ury through a c areful marshalling of t e stimony from direct observers of the events 
in question , adding the testimony of " expert " witnesses at crucial points in the argument,  and often con­
cludin g w ith an emotional appeal for j ustice. 

Mr. Dinsdale ' s  book is a marked departure from this genre in that it is ve ry s hort on the polemics and 
even on t echnical detai l. It is instead a very personal j ournal which focuses on the quite extraordinary 
range of problems encountered over the years by an individual who decided to simply c huck it all and 
devote his life entirely to solving the mystery of the Loch. Dinsdale abandoned a successful and produc­
tive c areer as an aeronautical engine er  to pursue this que st. Nor did he have any independent sourc e  of 
income - he is j ust a poor working stiff like the rest of us. 

But unlike the rest of us , who are content to "investigate the unexplained " from a nice safe distance ,  
Dinsdale plun ged int o the fray with  total abandon. Having dropped out  of the  economic mainstream , and 
having abandoned all semblance of a " normal " life , he unde rtook a round of begging,  borrowing,  caj olling 
and c onvincing a multitude of potential donors of the equipment that w as so vital to his task. If we give 
Dinsdale an " A "  for courage , w e  must grant him a resounding "A plu s "  for sale smanship, for he was able 
to  s ucceed in this exhausting and demeaning role. He got what he needed. 

Throughout all this his family has stood by stoically and loyally. One needs little imagin ation to 
picture the plight of the wife and children of a man whom many would consider a modern day Don Quixote. 
All o f  this is t o  be found i n  the book , but it is t old in a very restrained and understated manne r. He s pends 
endless solitary watche s on.  the Loch ,  through long nights in the almost invariably foul weather. A series 
of rickety b oats are pressed into service , b ut only after the man who helped engineer the Spitfire fighter 
aircraft has mended them to a point of marginal seaworthine ss. The donated e quipment must be  adapted 
and repaired. Dinsdale is always e qual t o  the t ask. And for the most part he is alone ln all this. 

Mr.  Dinsdale has earned t he right to the t itle of " Mr. Loch Ness"  which the pre ss has somewhat whim­
sically dubbed him. In my own view he is j ust  about as close a t hing as we are likely to find to a true 
hero. Events have vindicated him entirely. One c an only hope that when the furor over the precise zoologi­
cal identity of the " fabulous " monsters dies down the public and the scientific community will get around 
to according to  Mr. Dinsdale the recognition he so richly deserves. RJD 

Peter Byrne. The Se arch for Bigfoot. Washington : Acropolis Books Ltd. , 1 97 5 ,  $8 . 95 .  

There is  a little something for everybody i n  this b ook. There is  some history i n  the form o f  a recounting 
of events from t he West Coast that provide insight into de velopments that have taken place in that part of 
the c ountry in the search for Bigfoot. There is  some purely technical information presented i n  a set of 
very informative appendice s  w hich include Ivan Sanderson 's account of " Bozo " (this appeared in the April 
and July 1 975 issues of Pursuit ) ;  Grover Krantz's  paper on the anatomy of the Sasquatch foot ; and Krantz ' s  
"Additional Notes on Sasquatch Foot Anatomy. " There is also some story telling - some o f  the stories 
will  be  familiar to the Bigfoot e nthusiast but others are new. Most  of these are from Mr.  Byrne ' s  personal 
files and t hey provide a good b asis for serious analysis of the Bigfoo t ' s  characteristics and habits. And, 
if the reader is  puzzled by the oft-asked question of how an animal of this size c an remain hidden from 
common view and from c apture for s o  long , he w ill find that Mr. Byrne has provided a very credible answer. 

On balance ,  I find this book an e xcellent addition t o  t he Bigfoot literature. It is written in a smooth 
narrative style , it is  w ell organized ,  contains an index,  and is meticulous in giving the source of the data 
presented. All of t his  makes it a valuable r eference source. Those readers with more than a passing 
interest iri the Bigfoot problem w ill want this  book in their libraries. 

There is only one maj or area in which I would que stion Mr. Byrne ' s  j udgment. On page 3 9 ,  while de­
scribing an article from a New Orleans newspaper about a sighting in Arkansas , the author s tates :  • ... it is 
the only one occurring outside the P acific Northwest that seems to be describing a Bigfoot. " In my person­
al files there are no less t han 1 4 5  reports from Pennsylvania, about 40 from New Jersey , six from Maryland,  
seven fr�m New York , and 1 1  from Illinois. In addition to this ,  the SITU files c ontain many reports from 
Florida, Virginia and other  Eastern states. A tape recording of the animal ' s  scream was made in Pennsyl­
vania, a hair s ample was obtained in Maryland,  and footprints have been found in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Thus it is  quite impossible to maintain that this phenomenon is restricted to the West Coast or 
the United States ,  a s  Mr. Byrne C laims . - Robert E. Jone s 
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